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We at Bethke are truly thankful for you and the partnerships we 
share to help all our children learn and grow. Your pledge dollars 
funded numerous teacher grants totaling over $8000 last month.  
Thank you for supporting our staff with these creative resources to 
bring learning to life! 
 
This month we welcome more new families. As our enrollment con-
tinues to grow, we as a staff along with our School Accountability 
Committee made up of parents and staff, continue conversations 
about refining our routines here at Bethke. Our SAC will begin dis-
cussing priorities for staffing our building next fall as we review our 
budget and enrollment status. Thanks to those who reach out to wel-
come our new Bobcats and help them adjust to Bethke.  
 
December 3-7 is National Inclusive Schools Week. At Bethke we val-
ue inclusiveness as we Honor All Learners each and every day.  Itôs 
who we are. We strive to help each child feel safe and included while 
at school. Weôll be talking in classes more about what this word 
means and how we can live it out together!  Our common definition 
for the word inclusion is ñwhere everyone belongsò if you would like 
to discuss with your child at home.  
 
We know this month can get very busy leading up to the holidays so 
we have intentionally cleared our calendar here at school.  Youô will 
notice we do not have an evening program so you can enjoy other 
holiday events together as a family such as the Timnath Tree Light-
ing where our 3rd grade Jingle Choir will perform. We do have many 
fun events planned during our days here at school.  We are looking 
forward to a fun month of learning together!  
 
Honoring all learners,  
Ann Alfonso, Principal 
 
 
 

mailto:aalfonso@psdschools.org
mailto:jgallagh@psdschools.org
https://bet.psdschools.org/
https://bet.psdschools.org/
https://www.lctix.com/sound-of-music
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IMPORTANT!  

Student absences MUST be reported to the  
attendance line at 488-4301  

If a student is marked absent and no information has been provided to the attendance line,  
the absence is unexcused. Teachers DO NOT share information about student schedules with the 

office.  Calls to the attendance line also help us confirm the safety of your student. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ý Lunch Time Reminder  

There is no longer room for visitors to eat with students in the lunch room 
or elsewhere in the building. We have a full house ìand all the tables have to 
be disinfected between grades!  If it is too cold to sit outside when you come 

for lunch, you are welcome to check your student out for a lunch date.  

Recess/Lunch Schedule:  
  Kindergarten recess  11:00 -11:20, lunch 11:20 -11:45  
  1st Grade recess   11:15-11:40, lunch 11:40 -12:00  
  2nd Grade recess   11:35 -12:00, lunch 12:00 -12:20  
  3rd Grade recess   11:55 -12:20, lunch 12:20 -12:40  
  4th Grade recess    12:15 -12:40, lunch 12:40 -1:00  
  5th Grade recess   12:35 -1:00, lunch 1:00 -1:20  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

****Inclement Weather Alert****  
Remember to look for the yellow flags on the two main playground entrances.  When the flags are 
out in the morning, we will be having ñinside recessò before school.  If the flags are not out, it will be 
outside recess as usual.  

There is no student supervision until 8:15 am on school mornings.  Whether we are inside or out, 
please do not leave students before that time.  

Jay Gallagher 
Assistant Principal         
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PTO News 

Happy December! The school year just seems to be flying by. Itôs hard to 
believe that Winter Break is right around the corner! 

We have had a wonderful school year so far, in large part due to the many 
wonderful volunteers who have donated their time, purchased items for 
classrooms, luncheons, parties, and donated to the Pledge.  If you havenôt 
given to the Pledge yet, you can still do so! If you make your contribution 
before the end of the year, it can be considered a charitable donation for 
your 2018 taxes. 

Thank you to everyone who has saved Box Tops. So far this year, we have 
raised $802.20. Donôt forget to keep bringing them in so we can earn even 
more money! 

The PTO approved all of the grant requests at our meeting on November 5. 
Requests came in from almost all of the grades, as well as the Literacy, 
Math Enrichment and Media Departments. Items purchased with these 
funds will benefit all students and include math manipulatives, a Padcaster 
Studio, visiting authors, and other grade-specific items. These grants were 
made available due to the generous contributions made by you, so thank 
you!! 

Keep an eye out in the next few months for information about the Student 
Directory and the Spring Book Fair. Until then, enjoy the rest of 2018. 

Our next meeting will be Monday, February 11, at 6:30 pm in the Bethke 
cafeteria. We look forward to seeing you then.  

 
PTO Board 
Jill Maasch, Leea Guy, Naima Haddad Gomez, Lisa Laake, Lynn® Diaz 

 

 

https://healthy.kaiserpermanente.org/health/care/poc/!ut/p/a1/dY_BToNAEIafpQeOZYauJegNMDW7iFprFfdiFgrLRmTJdi3h7QVSD010bpP5_i_zA4cMeCtOSgqrdCuaaef-x4btHqPICxEjdoU0DR-e14whogcMuGx0PqPvK5PGqQTeCVsvVVtpyDpdTJfa2u7GQQcrUahG2WF5UKYsrDaDg8DVATKCuCbBBIdtToJRY8qqNK
http://www.saludclinic.org/
http://www.eyecenternoco.com/
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Counselorõs Corner 

l The Counselorõs Corner l 

Christie McPhail, Bethke Counselor 
 
 
 

Believe it or not, itôs time for 5th grade families to begin thinking about next 
year!   

Bethkeôs feeder middle schools, Preston and Kinard, will be offering parent 
information nights during the second week of January.  Counselors from 
these two schools will be coming to Bethke in early February to meet with 
students and begin the registration process.  In early May, our 5th graders 
will split into two groups for simultaneous field trips to Kinard and Preston.  

If you are unsure to which middle school your child is assigned, you can 
find this information by going to the PSD website at www.psdschools.org.  
Hover over the ñSchoolsò link at the top left of the homepage, and you will 
see a ñFind your neighborhood schoolò link. If you want your child to attend 
a middle school other than the one listed for your address (this includes 
Kinard) you must fill out an online School Choice Application found on the 
PSD School Choice Website: https://www.psdschools.org/schools/school-
options-choice 

 
Important dates: 

¶ Preston Parent Information Night:  January 8, 2019, 6:30-8:00pm 

¶ Kinard Parent Information Night:  January 9, 2019, 6:30-8:30pm 

¶ School Choice Application Deadline:  January 18, 2019, by noon 

¶ Middle School counselors visit Bethke:  February 7, 2019, 9:30am 
¶ 5th grade students tour Preston & Kinard:  May 10, 2019, 9:30-11:30am 
 

If you have any questions about this process and timeline, please contact 
me at  cmcphail@psdschools.org or 488-4319. 

http://www.psdschools.org
https://www.psdschools.org/schools/school-options-choice
https://www.psdschools.org/schools/school-options-choice
mailto:cmcphail@psdschools.org
https://www.bannerhealth.com/physician-directory
http://www.whetstoneclimbing.com/
http://www.smiledoctors.com/


 

 

December 

2018  

Page 5 

 
Arty Facts 

PSD Art Show at Foothills Mall 
Shopping at the mall this holiday season?  Make sure to stop by Foothills 
Mall and check out the PSD Art Show!  There are amazing artworks on dis-
play from students throughout our district, including 24 students from 
Bethke. The show will be on display until January 17.  
 
Congratulations to Bethke students in the show: Macy Bell, Ramona Dixon, 
Adeline Eldredge, Logan Eccles, Carl Evers, Silas Flynn, Haley Foose,  
Sophia Gephart, Lukas Helin, Caitlyn Karr, Ryder Lehrer, Ashton Leis-
tikow, Silas Lovett, Austin Markley, Harrison Mahunik, Violet Mahunik, Ma-
ren Morrill,  Braden Pollyea, Liliana Purohit, Nolan Riday, Elliott Tope, 
Beckett Umbaugh, Avery Warren, and Hollis Wedel.    

 

Portfolios 
As the semester ends, students will be bringing home their artwork in their 
portfolios.  Please remove all the artwork to enjoy at home.  Return empty 
portfolios to art class so we can again fill them with beautiful artwork 
next semester.  Students will take home portfolios again at the end of the 
school year.   
 
As students share their artwork with you, keep an open mind as you listen 
to their stories and encourage their creativity.  Art can be a great tool for 
students to express their feelings, tell their stories, and communicate big 
ideas.  Remember that your interest and encouragement play an important 
role in the development of your child! 
 
 
Original Works 
Thank you for placing your orders with Original Works!  We had a great 
response from families in support of the program. Your orders are currently 
being processed, and you should receive your products by Thursday, De-
cember 20.  A special ñthank youò goes to our amazing Original Works vol-
unteers. Without their hard work Original Works would not be possible! 
 
 
Thank you for supporting the arts at Bethke! 
Lydia Richardson, Art Teacher 
 

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
http://www.youthclinic.com/
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Fitness News 

Snack Challenge was a huge success in encouraging kids to make a 
healthy choice during snack time. Over the 5-day period, an average of 433 
students per day ate a fresh fruit or vegetable at snack time. Thank you, 
parents, for helping your kiddos pack something fresh and healthy. Letôs 
keep the ball rolling with Lettuce be Healthy! 
 
Lettuce be Healthy is December 3 through 7 and takes place during lunch. 
Students who eat three different vegetables at lunch will earn a raffle ticket. 
Two tickets per classroom will be drawn at the end of each day. Students 
who get their raffle tickets pulled will get to come to the gym and select a 
prize. If your child is eating hot lunch, they will have ample opportunity to 
choose three different vegetables. If your child brings cold lunch, they will 
need to pack three or more vegetables if they would like to earn a raffle 
ticket. Parents, if you can volunteer to hand out raffle tickets in the lunch 
room your efforts will be greatly appreciated! Simply sign up on the below 
Google Doc. Thanks in advance for helping to make eating vegetables fun! 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15vZA-
T3_mDDEEmBpynVutYH_ys0MpJVeDd53UkgdUmo/edit 
 
If your son or daughter would like to check out a unicycle to practice at 
home, they will be available from November 26-December 6.  When check-
ing out a unicycle, students must have a way to get the cycle home as they 
are not allowed on the buses. Students do not have to pay anything to 
check out a unicycle, but they are responsible for the cost if they break the 
unicycle.  All unicycles need to be returned the next school day by 8:30 am. 
 
FIRST club is for students that want to be leaders, move before school, and 
help with equipment. We meet Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday in 
the morning at 8:10.  FIRST students help set up games on the playground 
for all students to participate.  If your child wants to be a member of FIRST 
after the New Year, please have them complete an application (available 
on Mrs. Keyworthôs website) and turn it in before December 14.  All mem-
bers must commit to attending two days a week and need to be in grades 1 
through 5.   
 
Terri Keyworth 
P.E. Teacher 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15vZA-T3_mDDEEmBpynVutYH_ys0MpJVeDd53UkgdUmo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15vZA-T3_mDDEEmBpynVutYH_ys0MpJVeDd53UkgdUmo/edit
http://joemivshek.kw.com/
http://www.pedersentoyota.com/
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 Music Notes  

Timnath Tree Lightingé.December 7! 

Our 3rd Grade Bethke Jingle Choir will be singing at the annual Timnath 
Christmas Tree Lighting celebration. This event will take place in downtown 
Timnath and starts at 5:30 pm on Friday, December 7.  We sing at 5:40 pm, 
right after Santa arrives and they light the lights. Dress warmly and be 
ready to get in the holiday spirit as you listen to us sing, enjoy some hot 
cocoa, and even visit with Santa Claus! Hope to see you there!  
  

Bethke Jingle Choir at the Mall 

The Jingle Choir will also perform at Foothills Mall in Fort Collins on Friday, 
December 14, at 12:00 pm. Weôd love to have you come out to support us! 
 

Bethke Talent Showcase 

Auditions for the Bethke Talent Showcase will be held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18, during morning specials time. The 3rd graders audition at 9:15, fol-
lowed by 4th graders at 10:00 and 5th graders at 10:45.  Students will be 
auditioning in front of the students in their grade level.  All applications were 
due on November 16.  Please be sure that your child comes to school 
ready to audition that morning.  We will announce those chosen for the 
show prior to Winter Break.  All students will be notified via a letter we will 
send home with them.   
The Talent Show will take place on Thursday, January 24, at 2:00 and 6:30 
pm in the Bethke gym.  We are looking forward to some amazing acts from 
our Bobcats! 
 

Spring Show Choirð4th and 5th Graders 
I am so excited to start working with the Show Choir in January. This year 
we will be singing upbeat songs from recent movies that have positive and 
happy messages. Applications were available starting on Monday, Novem-
ber 26.  Applications can be found online (www.aadamsmusic.weebly.com ) 
and in the music room. The Show Choir is open to all interested 4th and 5th 
grade students.  We will meet on Monday and Thursday mornings from 
7:45-8:30 am.  If your child is interested, please be sure that your child re-
turns their application on or before the deadline of December 14.  I will 

not be accepting late applicationsȢ   

Allison Adams, Music Teacher 

https://www.lctix.com/journey-to-oz
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 Literacy 

Mrs. Schuppõs and  

Mrs. Hewittõs   

Tips for Helping  

Your Child with  

Writing at Home:  
 
Adapted from: by Great Schools 
Staff  March 18, 2016 

 

Start a Vocabulary Notebook 
Teach your child a new word or two each week and encourage him/her to 
use them. For example: You can ask ñAlexaò for the word of the day ï she 
will give you the word, the definition, and use the word in a sentence. Make it 
into a game and give points for using the new words. Your child can keep a 
vocabulary notebook or poster for reference. These new words will begin to 
appear like magic in his/her oral language and writing. 

 
Celebrate your Childôs Writing  
Help you child see value in their writing by sharing his/her writing with others, 
displaying it in the house, and even publishing your childôs writing. Give your 
child a real writing audience. Check out these options for publishing your 
childôs work: 
 
Stone Soup 
Cyber Kids    
 
Look for additional tips in future newsletters! 
 

Literacy  

Mrs. Hewitt  

Mrs. Schupp  
 

 

 

http://www.stonesoup.com/
http://www.centurylink.com/teachersandtechnology
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StuCo News  

This month our Student Council members will be encouraging kindness and 
school spirit by selling Winter Grams before Winter Break!  

Winter Grams are 50 cents each and will be sold before and after school the 
week of December 10-14. They will include a friendly note and a fun winter 
pencil!  

If you would like to purchase a gram for a student, friend, teacher or Bethke 
staff member, find our table in the front entrance the week of the 10th! 

 
Also make sure to check out our Student Council website for important 
events, photos and a Spirit Day schedule: https://bethkestuco.weebly.com/
upcoming-events.html.  
 

Our December Spirit Days are scheduled foré 

Wednesday, December 19 Character Assembly- Bethke Bob Wear 

Thursday, December 20- Crazy Sweater Day 

We hope to see everyone showing school spirit in December! 

 

-Mrs. Rayls, Ms. Mocke and Bethke STUCO 

 

  

 

 

https://bethkestuco.weebly.com/upcoming-events.html
https://bethkestuco.weebly.com/upcoming-events.html
http://www.toothzonenetwork.com/
http://www.schoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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Kids Care Club 

Thank you so much for helping us make warm scarves at our last meeting! 
They were delivered to FoCo Cafe in Fort Collins as a special Thanksgiving 
treat. We hope they can warm up someone's holiday this season!  

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 12, from 3:15-4:15 pm 
in Mrs. Berger's classroom. We will be making gift stockings for kids and 
families in need. These gift stockings will be delivered to Harmony House to 
help families feel extra special this holiday season.  

We hope to see you on the 12th!  

Mrs. Haselby and Mrs. Berger 
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Congratulations Jamie Drage! 

Congratulations to Jamie Drage, Rotary Teacher of the Month!  We are proud 
of you! Thank you Rotary for recognizing public education and our PSD 
teachers! 
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