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We are back!  It’s like we never left.  Our amazing bobcats came 
back in this fall and fell right back into routines. This has been such a 
smooth start. Seeing the smiles and hearing their laughter fills our 
hearts.  We thank you for all your support getting the year started-
earlier mornings, I know!  It was fun to connect with parents again at 
Open House and Back to School Night.  We value your partnership. 

Look inside for details on clubs being offered by our staff. Our calen-
dar is filling up with clubs and programs and activities again.  I know 
there will be overlaps, so children will need to decide between 
clubs. We are just so thankful to be able to offer a variety while 
keeping groups small enough for active engagement. Finding ways 
for your child to be engaged and enriched outside of school keeps 
children connected and leads to more success in school. 

Our staff focus this year will be on deepening our implementation of 
the Science of Reading.  On our collaboration day, September 16, we 
plan to spend time aligning our expectations K-5 to ensure smooth 
transitions for students.  Reading is the foundation of success later 
in their educational careers.  We will continue to share ways you can 
support your child at home with building their reading and writing 
skills. 

Our September trait of the month is Respect.  As our students learn 
the routines of the building again, we focus on respecting all adults 
in the building, other bobcats as we learn differently, and our build-
ing that we appreciate.   

 

Honoring All Learners, 

Ann Alfonso 
Principal  

mailto:aalfonso@psdschools.org
mailto:lukej@psdschools.org
mailto:jgallagh@psdschools.org
https://bet.psdschools.org/
https://bet.psdschools.org/
http://www.saludclinic.org/
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
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Updates from the Office 

 
To volunteer at Bethke, please make sure you have com-
pleted the application on the PSD website sometime in the 
last 3 years.  https://www.psdschools.org/community/
volunteers We have a new volunteer and visitor check-in 
system called Raptor. Please remember to bring your photo 
ID with you the first time you check in with us in the front 
office. We appreciate your valuable time!!  

 

 

http://www.youthclinic.com/
http://www.ascentstudio.com/youth_clubs
https://www.psdschools.org/community/volunteers
https://www.psdschools.org/community/volunteers
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 Health Office Updates 

 

Please turn in updated immunization records to the 

health office as soon as you can. If you need to fill out 

an exemption form, you can do so through the  

Colorado Department of Public Health. https://

cdphe.colorado.gov/vaccine-exemptions 

 

News from the Lunchroom 

 

New prices for the 2022-2023 school year:  

Breakfast: $1.50 

Lunch- $3.25 

If sending cash with 
your student, please 
send the exact amount. 
Change cannot be given.  

We have a share table 

in the cafeteria where 

students can place    

unopened, unwanted 

cafeteria food for other 

students. So far, it has 

been a huge success!  

 

https://wecleanlocal.com/
http://www.joemivshekrealtor.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdphe.colorado.gov%2Fvaccine-exemptions&data=05%7C01%7Cjsieg%40psdschools.org%7Cf66566babea14180922b08da85f07457%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637969565031238235%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdphe.colorado.gov%2Fvaccine-exemptions&data=05%7C01%7Cjsieg%40psdschools.org%7Cf66566babea14180922b08da85f07457%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637969565031238235%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
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Bethke Counseling Corner 

 

                                    About Kristin Brecheen 

Welcome back to school, Bobcats! I am so excited to join 
the Bethke family. My name is Kristin Brecheen, and I am excited to serve the 
students at Bethke on the counseling team. I will be on campus on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays this year. Prior to becoming a counselor, I taught 
5th and 6th grades. I have been a school counselor in an elementary school 

setting for the past 5 years. I attended Texas Women‘s University.  I will be working with small groups of 
students and individual students to support any social and emotional needs they have. Please feel free to 
reach out to me should you have any concerns or if I can support your child at school. I look forward to 
working with you!  

About Christie McPhail 

I joined the Bethke staff in 2011. I have spent the past 24 years working in Colorado 
public schools as both an elementary classroom teacher and school counselor.  I have a 
master’s degree in guidance and counseling from Colorado State University and a mas-
ter’s degree in elementary education from the University of Colorado at Boulder.   
 
In 2012 I became a certified Yoga Calm kids' instructor.  In my spare time I enjoy yoga, 
travel, camping, skiing, reading, knitting, baking, ice hockey, crossword puzzles and 
spending time with my family. 

If we can be of assistance to your child, please get in touch! 
Kristin Brecheen, Tu-Th,488-4312, kbrecheen@psdschools.org 

              Christie McPhail, M-F,488-4319 cmcphail@psdschools.org 

https://allysonruggiero.remax.com/
http://www.yogacalm.org/
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 Arty Facts 

 

Portfolios 
Welcome back Bobcats!  We have been having a blast the first few weeks of art class!  
Students have been creating their portfolios, which they will use throughout the year to 
store their art.  Students will take home their portfolios twice throughout the year: 
once before winter break and again at the end of the year.  Portfolios help students 
stay organized, value their work, and monitor their artistic growth over time.  In addi-
tion to portfolios, students have been creating self-portraits and starting our Original 
Works projects.   
 
Original Works – Online Gallery Coming Soon!  
Original Works is a great fundraising program where families can buy 
copies of their student’s artwork professionally printed on products 
like mugs, mouse pads, t-shirts, magnets, and much more.  Students will create an art-
work in art class and then it will be scanned and uploaded onto an online gallery.  Fami-
lies can purchase products with their child’s art printed on it using the online gallery.  In 
early November students will take home a letter with a personalized code that you can 
use to access your child’s work on the Original Works website.  Watch for more infor-
mation in Friday Folders.  By buying Original Works products, you are not only encour-
aging the artist in your child, but also helping raise money for our school.  This year the 
funds from Original Works will be used to purchase underglaze materials for finishing 
our clay projects in art class.  Thank you in advance for your support this year! 
 
Art Club for 2nd – 5th Grade 
We will have a clay art club for 2nd-3rd and 4th-5th grade students this year.   Students 
will explore clay building techniques.   We will have two identical sessions for each age 
group to allow for more students to participate.  Each club will meet four times on 
Tuesday afternoons, from 2:40-3:15 in the art room.  If interested, please fill out an 
application using the QR code below. Space is limited.  Selection is through a lottery 
process.  Parents will be notified by email on September 16 whether their student is 
selected or not and for which session. 
 
Applications Due September 15  
 
Dates 
Grades 2-3 Session 1: Oct 4, Oct 11, Oct 18, and Oct 25 
Grades 2-3 Session 2: Nov 1, Nov 8, Nov 15, and Nov 29 
Grades 4-5 Session 1: Jan 17, Jan 24, Jan 31, and Feb 7 
Grades 4-5 Session 2: Feb 14, Feb 21, Feb 28, and March 7 
 
Thank you for supporting the arts at Bethke! 
-Lydia Richardson, Art Teacher 
Mrs. Richardson's Learning Page 

schoolnewslettercompany.com
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-art-richardson/home
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September Newsletter 2022 Music 

Welcome back to school and to an incredible year.  Things are off to a great start in the music room.  I’m 
so excited that we are once again able to perform musical programs!  Each grade level will perform a 
show and I will be organizing a 4th/5th grade show choir. 

The first music program of the year will be 5th grades presentation of, “Shake It Up With Shakespeare”. 
This show complements the study of Shakespeare in the fifth grade Core Knowledge curriculum. It will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 6th.  Students will perform again for the students and staff 
on Friday, October 7th.   

Registration for the show choir took place during August.  Our first rehearsal will take place on Monday, 
September 12th.  We will meet in the music room from 2:40-3:15.  We will then meet each Monday at the 
same time.  The Show Choir’s performance of “Totally Awesome 80s” will take place on Thursday, May 4th 
at 6:30 p.m. and again on the morning of May 5th.  

For your planning purposes, please check the following dates for the rest of our grade level music pro-
grams: 

• 4th grade……Thursday, November 3rd 
• 3rd grade……Thursday, February 23rd 
• 2nd grade……Thursday, March 30th 
• 1st grade….…Thursday, April 27th 
• Kindergarten Celebration……Thursday, May 25th (in the morning, time TBA) 

The music curriculum for PSD is Quaver Music.  This is a very creative and fun digital curriculum that is 
also available to students for free at home.  I create and use lessons in Quaver frequently in my class-
room.  There are many wonderful songs, movement opportunities, music-creating opportunities, and 
games in this program.  Quaver also includes many great resources for learning music theory and history.  
All PSD elementary students are automatically provided with a private, free student account in Quaver.  
Please note that, if your child was in our district last year, he/she will automatically be placed in the next 
grade level and in his/her new teacher’s classroom.  Students will need to know their PSD email and email 
password to log in to Quaver through our tinyurl link (given below).  I’ve posted very specific directions 
for accessing student Quaver accounts on my Learning Page. I’ve also posted a link to that page below.  
Go check out Quaver and let me know if you have any trouble getting logged into your account.  

Here is the link to my Learning Page:  

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home 

Here is the login site for Quaver Music: 

www.tinyurl.com/2022Quaver  

Please feel free to reach out to me at aadams@psdschools.org with any concerns or questions you may 

have.       

 Musically yours, Allison Adams  

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
http://www.tinyurl.com/2022Quaver
mailto:aadams@psdschools.org
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Hello Bethke Community! 
 
I am excited to start my second year at Bethke as the physical education teacher. I have taught physical education 
for a total of eight years, both in Colorado and Wisconsin. 

I grew up in Wisconsin where I attended UW-La Crosse, specializing in physical education and adaptive physical edu-
cation. I was also a collegiate basketball athlete at UW-L. Since college I have obtained my master’s degree in Health 
and Wellness and have enjoyed teaching a variety of grade levels.  

In 2015, I moved to Colorado with my partner and two Goldendoodles to enjoy the Colorado sunshine and beautiful 
mountains. Last year we had our son Lassen who is now 3 months old. I love to travel and stay active year round. 
Hiking, camping, paddleboarding, and basketball are just a few of my passions. I also love to coach sports and look 
forward to a year filled with fun activities. 
 
I am looking forward to a year full of fun activities, challenging students to grow, and working hard to improve our 
skills. At the start of the school year Kindergarten through fifth grade physical education focuses on teamwork, com-
munication, sportsmanship, and safety throughout activities.  
 
Starting in September there will also be a running club offered for grades Kindergarten through second on Tuesdays 
and third grade through fifth grade on Thursdays from 2:40-3:15 pm.  
 

Physical Education News 

Bethke Running Club 

The weeks of September 6 - October 28, 2022 

 
 
Each student/parent must read and agree to the following conditions: 
 
1. You must commit to running and try your best to improve each and every day, as well as following the rules and 

directions. Be supportive and kind to peers. 
2. Practices will begin at 2:40-3:15 pm. K-2 will be hosted on Tuesdays and 3-5 will be hosted on Thursdays. Stu-

dents will meet in the gym and must check out before leaving practice. Students can be checked out at the play-
ground or at the front doors of the school. 

3. You must come to practice on time and wear appropriate exercise attire (t-shirt, shorts, good supporting running 
shoes, or  jacket/sweatpants. 

4. Poudre School District and Mrs. Lang will not be liable for any injury or accident to students participating in the 
club. Students will not be allowed to participate in practice if not properly attired. 

5. Parents are invited to participate in the activities! 
 

To register please submit the google form link attached. Registration closes 9/9/22. 
 

https://forms.gle/C9LHGcSUut4zARpy8   
 

If you have questions, feel free to contact Mrs. Lang mlang@psdschools.org 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the running club! 

https://forms.gle/C9LHGcSUut4zARpy8
mailto:mlang@psdschools.org
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Technology  

 
All students are becoming familiar with their personal learning device; primary 
grades are using Chromebooks as a learning tool in their classroom and during tech-
nology time in the library while upper grades have Dell laptops at their fingertips 
throughout the day. Although it looks different in each grade, our focus this month is 
logging in, accessing frequently used platforms, bookmarking important websites, 
and problem solving. Our time together is also spent exploring the library and checking out books! Please 
remind your child to return borrowed books the day your bobcat visits “technology” as their specials class.   
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarteners have been learning how to log in using their password and are focusing on trackpad skills 
by playing “The Bubble Activity” on the student Symbaloo page of the Bethke website.  
 
First and Second Grade 
The first few weeks of school, students spent time relearning how to log into their computers and navigate 
the web. Students continue to work on accessing different websites such as Seesaw and Google Drive. In 
September we will utilize “Keyboard Zoo” found on the student Symbaloo page of the Bethke website to 
introduce typing skills. Second graders will also explore Typing Club through the Symbaloo page.  
 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grade 
I am impressed at the comfort and speed our bobcats are navigating through various platforms and web-
sites! Our focus this month will be completing the “Library Travel Skill”!  Each grade level has a specific as-
signment on google classroom to complete, including a project.  Our goal is to finalize these projects by the 
end of the month. Finally, all upper grades are in a race to earn a golden mouse!  The top typist in each 
grade level (which is based on accuracy and words per minute) will earn a golden mouse to use for the 
month.  Although we assess this skill during technology, and students are constantly typing in their home-
rooms, all bobcats have access to Typing Club through the student Symbaloo page from home.  With limited 
time in technology this is a skill that can be improved through practice and the purposefully leveled lessons 
on Typing Club.  
 
 
To test your skills, try “Lesson 47” on Typing Club! 
 
Stacy Gunstream, Media Specialist  

(970) 488-4339  stacyg@psdschools.org  

mailto:stacyg@psdschools.org
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Odyssey of the 
Mind 

 
 
 

Odyssey of the Mind provides students opportunities to develop creative prob-
lem solving, teamwork, and leadership skills.  Students use a hands-on ap-

proach in a project-based environment to solve problems incorporating sci-
ence, technology, engineering, arts, and math.  Each team is coached by an 

adult volunteer. 
 

Odyssey of the Mind is open to K-5 students and will meet Tuesdays from  
2:40-3:30 at Bethke. 

 

Cost:  $40 per student 
 

Students must commit to attending each meeting.   
Clubs begin Tuesday, Oct 25th and run through late March. 

 

Information Night 

September 21, 6:30-7:15 pm, Bethke Elementary cafeteria 

OM registration form closes Sept. 29th 

(scan QR for registration/interest form) 
 
 

  
 

                Have questions? Contact: Renee McClure, reneem@psdchools.org 
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Hello Bobcat Parents!! 
 
Welcome back to school!  With the first couple of weeks under our belts, we 
can still feel the energy and excitement in the building from students and staff 
alike!  It is so good to be back. In this initial time, we had some very important 
and fun things happening at school.  We hope you all found meeting your 
child’s teacher(s) as a nice way to lay groundwork for open communication this 
year.  Many of us attended Back to School Night, which is the most efficient and 
beneficial way for our teachers to get out as much information as possible to 
parents regarding their child’s classroom(s).  If you have any outstanding ques-
tions, concerns, or comments, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
We have two new members that we would like to welcome to our Board!  Tiffany Kunau is our new Fund-
raising Chair and Julie Schonlau is our new Treasurer.  We are so excited to have them both on board and 
they have already hit the ground running, adding many innovative aspects to our Board, such as how you 
as parents can sign up for volunteering and fill out your Student Directory Forms. We are so excited to have 
them! 
 
We would like to thank Allyson Ruggiero for her hard work in ordering, organizing the distribution, and de-
livering all of the School Tool Boxes!  It was quite the undertaking and Allyson made it a seamless process!  
 
There is a lot of information to get to you, so we are going to do a quick list of all upcoming events, a volun-
teering update, the pledge, and a quick rundown of ongoing projects and events that PTO is working on!   
 
• Volunteering at Bethke - If you put your name down for any of the volunteer opportunities at Bethke, 

you should be hearing from Committee Leads on how you can help!  If anyone is still interested in vol-
unteering, please click on the link and select which opportunities you would like to help out with.  Vol-
unteer Form 

 
• Bethke Staff Care Committee - You can help support our amazing staff and teachers by getting involved 

in the Bethke Staff Care Committee!  This group provides a monthly luncheon to our incredible staff!!!  
Each grade level will have a chance once during the school year to help recognize our teachers and 
treat them to lunch. We will email more details when it is your grade level's turn. If you are interested 
in joining the committee, please reach out to Jenny Swenson (jenny.swenson@gmail.com) or follow the 
volunteer link above! 

 
• The Bethke Student Directory is a great way to communicate with other parents in your child’s class-

room!  If you would like your contact information included in the Student Directory, please click on the 
link and fill out the form!   Student Directory Form (for any questions, please reach out to Cassie Betts 
at cassiehart1024@yahoo.com ). 

PTO News  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSea3JgMpj0ilgZhGn7A6gu3_cldzPoi6V8wtbhIFBzSmf_ZZA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSea3JgMpj0ilgZhGn7A6gu3_cldzPoi6V8wtbhIFBzSmf_ZZA/viewform
mailto:jenny.swenson@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemmVkL5GL73GHJwLIs2xlCrGXtz4X61-ajlFZF31oqNgH5rw/viewform
mailto:cassiehart1024@yahoo.com


 

 Page 11 September  Bethke Elementary School Newsletter  

 

• Bethke Spirit Wear order forms will be going out soon, please keep an eye 
out! 

• Upcoming PTO Meeting – September 12th, 9:00am, Bethke Cafeteria  

 We would love to see you all at the meeting!  This is a great way to sit down 
and talk to Mrs. Alfonso and other school representatives to get your ques-
tions and concerns heard and addressed!  Feedback is always helpful and ap-
preciated. 

 This is also a way for parents to communicate with the Board directly and bring up any ideas, questions, 
concerns, or comments that they may have about potential events, etc. that would fall under the um-
brella of PTO. 

• Affinity Night will be 9/21 at Backyard Bird!  A percentage of all purchases made that night go directly 
back to Bethke! 

• The Pledge - This one-time contribution helps pay for many items and activities throughout the year, so 
you don’t have to continuously pay out of pocket!  Please consider donating, as your contribution helps 
ensure that all kids at Bethke can participate and that no child is left behind!  Many employers will also 
match this donation!!!  We have a QR code that you can scan and donate directly, you can go onto 
ParentVue and give thru School Pay, or you can bring a check and drop it off at the Bethke Front Office. 

• Other Ways to Give Back – Please see attached forms for other ways you can contribute to Bethke. 
Linking your King Soopers account to Bethke is a huge way to give money back to the school, without 
having to actually give back.  It’s easy!  Follow the instructions and that’s all you have to do to ensure 
that a portion of every purchase that you make will go back to Bethke!  Box Tops and Milk Caps are also 
a great way to contribute (see attached forms). 

• 9/30 PTO to support Canvas Community Classic, which is supporting our feeder high school’s varsity 
football team during their rivalry game.  More info to come on how we support Fossil Ridge’s varsity 
team as TMHS doesn’t have a varsity team yet! 

• Looking ahead, we have some big events coming up in October such as Parent/Teacher Conferences 
and the Fall Book Fair!!!  More information on both will be sent out to you soon! 

In closing, we want to thank all of the teachers and staff at Bethke; your enthusiasm and passion is palpa-
ble, each and every day, throughout the school!  We appreciate all that you do! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Brittany Vallejo, Leea Guy, Julie Schonlau, Cassie Betts, and Tiffany Kunau 

PTO News  



 

 Page 12 September  Bethke Elementary School Newsletter  

Upcoming Dates:  

October 10-12- Parent/Teacher Conferences, 3-7 pm  

October 13-14- No School 



 

 

 

 

 

Link for information: https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards 



EARN CASH FOR SCHOOLS 
WITH BOX TOPS
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

BUY
BOX TOPS   

PRODUCTS

SCAN
YOUR   

RECEIPT

EARN
CASH FOR
SCHOOLS

For over 25 years, Box Tops for Education has given families an easy way 
to earn for schools with products they already buy. Today, you can find 
thousands of participating products throughout the store — and all you 
need is the Box Tops app.

Earn for schools with the 
brands you love.

Use the Box Tops app to 
submit your receipt within 

14 days of purchase.

Box Tops products are 
identified and earnings are 

credited online.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:

ONLINE SHOPPERS CAN EARN WITH BOX TOPS, TOO!

SEE PRODUCTS & LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE BOX TOPS APP AT BTFE.COM

DON’T HAVE THE BOX TOPS 
APP YET? DOWNLOAD IT NOW:

Whether you order groceries for delivery or pickup, shop through your store’s app, or request 
an email receipt at checkout, you can earn for your school no matter where you shop.

© General Mills

btfe.com
JenniferM
Text Box
Bethke will receive 20 Bonus Box Tops for both the Coordinator and the New Friend when you sign up with the Referral Code:  JLWB27B1



BETHKE PLEDGE
YOUR PLEDGE SUPPORTS THE SCHOOL

1 .  S c a n  Q R  c o d e
2 .  P a y  B e t h k e  P T O  P l e d g e  o n  S c h o o l P a y

3 .  D o n e  a n d  T h a n k  y o u
 

Y o u r  p l e d g e  s u p p o r t  i s  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e  a n d  1 0 0 %
g o e s  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e

p u r c h a s e  o f :  p l a n n e r s ,  m a t h  w o r k b o o k s ,  f i e l d
t r i p s ,  s c h o o l  p a p e r ,  s c h o o l  e n r i c h m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,

t e a c h e r  g r a n t s  a n d  s t i p e n d s  a n d  m u c h  m o r e !




