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From The Principal
Dear Parents:
We are excited for school to start! Our staff is busy planning and preparing for a safe, engaging return to school. We can’t wait to see your
children! Many plans continue to be finalized so I will update you via
email this month on a variety of topics as decisions are made.
Our front office remains closed to the public. We will begin answering
phones starting August 3 from 8:00-3:00. Registration for new families
will be online only. There is a link on our website and the PSD website.
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The weeks of August 10 and August 17 our staff will be in mandatory
trainings as well as working together to prepare classrooms for students. Students return August 24 in the A/B schedule for a staggered
start. August 24-September 3 will be half days with the hours of 8:45
am to 12:28 pm. There will be no school on Friday 8/28 or Friday
9/4. All students are scheduled to return on Tuesday, September 8.
Bagged breakfast will be available each day. There will not be lunch
served on the half days the first two weeks. There will be grab and go
lunch sacks for purchase and for free/reduced students from the cafeteria before students head home on the half days. Only bag lunches
will be served the first nine weeks of school.

Transportation decisions will be released on ParentVue the week of
August 3. We will likely have a lot of cars dropping off and picking up
students. Look for an email by August 5 with assigned alphabetical
drop off and pick up times so we can stagger the cars coming through
the school parking lot and students entering the building. We will highly
encourage bike riding and walking.
If parents plan to come to school with their children, they will be asked
to say good bye at the gates and not enter the playground or the building. We will have multiple entrances/exits for students to ensure social
distancing and staff members to direct students to their classrooms.
Look for more information closer to the first day about students safely
entering the building and finding their classrooms.
Teachers are creating fun videos to introduce their classrooms to students! There will be no in person Open House or New Parent Orientation this year.
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From the Principal (continued)
Classroom assignments will be released on ParentVue August 17 after the
PSDV deadline and online registration occur. Lists may need to be altered
after those deadlines to ensure balanced classrooms. Class lists will not be
posted on the windows of the school this year.
Thank you to the Timnath Mayor Mark Soukup and the Timnath Town
Council for granting Bethke $7500 to support our efforts in opening safely
this fall. Your dollars will be purchasing popup tents for outside classroom
space, personal supply organizers that hang on the backs of student chairs
so students do not share supplies, playground equipment for each homeroom that is not shared with other rooms, and plexiglass dividers for small
group tables in classrooms. We also received another anonymous donation
that will purchase additional supply organizers for chairs for two whole
grade levels. We appreciate your support in creating healthy, safe spaces
for children to learn.
Our website will be getting a new look in August due to an upgrade in our
platform. You’ll notice the same information presented in a different
style. Please let me know if you have suggestions for how the website can
be a useful tool for you. We try to keep it updated regularly.
Our calendar is pretty empty this fall. The focus is getting back into school
safely. We will not have large gatherings or extracurricular clubs through
October. Our specials teachers will connect with students each week and
encourage activities they can safely do at home after school.
I know this is a stressful time for our world and our children. There are so
many differences from how we usually start a school year. We as a staff
are committed to finding ways to create a positive and safe learning environment for all while establishing routines and as much of a normal schedule as possible.
I’m confident this will be a wonderful year for us all. We will depend on your
partnership this year to continue to Honor All Learners. We are a family. We
are Bethke.
Ann Alfonso
Principal

Page 2

August
2020

PTO News

Scholastic has extended our Spring Book Fair opportunity!
We will receive 25% of all purchases through September 4.
This is an important source of money for our library and a great
source of books for home reading.
Parents can shop through the website

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/bethkeelementaryschool,
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Counselor’s Corner

From Your Bethke SocialEmotional Support Team
Hello Bethke Community,
We hope our students, families, and colleagues have had time to relax and
rejuvenate this summer. Coming back to school this fall, whether in-person,
virtually, or a combination of both, will be an unprecedented challenge for all
of us. While there are some unknowns about what this next school year will
bring, we do know there will need to be a strong focus on supporting the social and emotional needs of our students.
We are very excited that Bethke will be implementing the

curriculum from the Character Strong platform this year.
This program will be used school-wide to help all students grow their character, which like any other muscle in our body, can get stronger with intentional, consistent practice. Our PurposeFull People materials and instruction
will help to support students who are not only competent in math, science,
and reading, but also students who are compassionate, empathetic, and
kind. It is a fantastic curriculum that provides real, accessible ways to exercise our social-emotional skills.
We will be working with one specific character trait each month throughout
the year. In August, we begin with COURAGE: To choose what is good,
right, and kind, even when it is scary. This is a great place to begin, as
we will all be bringing our courage back to school in these uncertain times.
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Counselor’s Corner (continued)

More information about PurposeFull People, including
how families can support our learning, will be coming to
you once we are back in school.
We are honored to partner with our students, families, and staff to support
social and emotional well-being at Bethke. We look forward to connecting
with our community soon!
Warmly,
Christie McPhail (Counselor)
Courtney Hill (School Psychologist)
Lynette Gonzales (Mental Health Professional)
Nick Worstell (Part-Time Counselor)

Please join us in welcoming Nick Worstell to Bethke. Nick comes to us after
working in the community at The Jacobs Center, Turning Point, Hope and
Home, and most recently a school counselor in La Salle. He is student focused and looking forward to collaborating with colleagues to help every
child succeed.
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SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

Our staff has been working on creating systems and structures to promote
social distancing and slow the spread of germs as students return to school
this fall. Below is a list we have started with. We will continue to refine our
routines once we are in the building.
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•

Symptom checklist will be expected for parents to complete at home before sending kids to school-look for an email closer to school starting

•

Staff will execute personal daily symptom checks

•

Staggered drop off and dismissal by the alphabet will take place-look for
an email description soon

•

Students will be entering and exiting through multiple doors-closest to
classroom

•

No parents will be allowed inside the fences at drop off/pick up

•

Smiles and air hugs! No physical contact

•

Doors will be propped open, so kids don’t have to touch the handles

•

Masks will be worn by staff and students at all times-may remove to eat
and play outside

•

One to one technology devices-K-5

•

Chair pockets will be used for individual supplies-no shared supplies in
art or classrooms

•

Plexiglass dividers will be installed at small group guided reading tables

•

Increased options will be afforded for teachers to teach their class outside under tents

•

Specials will occur inside the classroom or outside
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2020

Page 7

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS (continued)

•

No schoolwide or grade level recesses before, during, or after school

•

Classroom recesses will occur outside throughout the day

•

Individual class playground equipment will be cleaned nightly

•

Scheduled hallway and bathroom usage will be implemented

•

Increased disinfecting of classrooms, bathrooms, and common areas

•

Regular washing of hands with soap and water will be modeled and expected

•

Portable sinks will be available outside of cottages to promote hand
washing

•

Water bottles are encouraged for hydration - no drinking fountains

•

Grab bag sack lunches will be available for purchase in the cafeteria

•

Lunch will take place in the classroom at individual assigned seats - Nut
free will be accounted for

•

Lunches will be delivered into classrooms

•

No salad bar and no hot entrees for at least 9 weeks

•

Students won’t type their lunch number into keypad

•

No assemblies or group projects will occur between classrooms

•

Students will have limited exposure to students from other classrooms

•

Assigned seats for each student in classroom so students do not share
seats

•

Library books will be disinfected prior to being available for checkout

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS (continued)
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•

Clubs or before/after school activities will not take place

•

Plexiglass will be present at the front office desks

•

Building air filters upgraded to MERV 13 to filter out micron level of
COVID-19

•

Distancing markers will be present throughout the school to assist in
lining up and maintaining safe spacing

•

Doors will be propped open by adults when entering or exiting the
building so students do not have to touch door handles

•

Restrooms will be cleaned four times a day

•

Parents dropping off children late or picking up children early will call
the office and students will be walked out

•

Visitors will not be permitted in the building
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Arty Facts
Hi everyone! I hope you are having a great summer.
Since I will be doing art in individual classrooms with no shared supplies, I
wanted to make sure students have a few items on their supply list that they
will use for art.

CLASSROOM SUPPLY LISTS HAVE BEEN UPDATED
ON THE WEBSITE TO REFLECT THESE ADDITIONS!
Grade K-5
Watercolors, 8 color set
Paint brush
Crayons
Markers
Color pencils
Handheld pencil sharpener
Eraser
Elmer’s glue
Glue Stick
Scissors
Grade2-5 (in addition to the list above)
Sharpie marker
Sharpie Pen
Thank you for your help with our new art plans and for your constant support of art at Bethke!
Lydia Richardson
Art Teacher
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Literacy
Mrs. Schupp’s and Mrs. Hewitt’s
Literacy News
As we embark on the 2020-21 school year, we would like
to share our thoughts for helping your child or teen
with literacy practice at home.

Read Together with Your Child.
Whether your child is six years old or about to graduate from high school,
you can make the exploration of books (not just textbooks but real books) a
daily focus.
For younger kids, simply reading to them is an extremely valuable way to
improve their developing literacy skills. As you read to them, ask questions,
and listen to what your child says about the content. This helps develop
reading comprehension ability.
For older kids, let them read books in their area of greatest interest and
then have conversations about the content with them. Make sure not to quiz
them on the material, it is much better to have simple easy communications
where the aim is for both of you to gain something from the experience.

Have Conversations With Your Child at the Dinner Table.
Many families don’t even eat together, yet some researchers have linked
family dinners to higher SAT scores and other academic and non-academic
benefits. Stay away from subjects likely to cause stress (discipline issues,
chores, bad grades etc.). Instead, talk about what is in the news, about interesting experiences during the day, and about topics that are of interest to
everybody. These dialogues cultivate verbal skills, thinking skills, and other
important abilities needed both inside and outside of school.
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Literacy
Mrs. Schupp’s and Mrs. Hewitt’s
Literacy News
Ask Lots of Questions (and Encourage Your Child to Do the
Same).
We generally learn much more from asking questions than from simply repeating knowledge that we have already learned. Virtually any topic can be
re-framed into a question. Keep away from questions that have fixed answers (e.g.” yes” or” no”) and go for those that may not even have a clear
answer but that help exercise the brain muscles!

“Literacy is a fundamental life skill, one that serves as a
portal to knowledge and a lifetime of opportunity.”
― Story Shares

Page

August
2020

RECESS and LUNCH INFO
2020-21 Schedule
Kindergarten

Recess 10:45—11:05

Lunch 11:05—11:30

1st Grade

Recess 11:10—11:30

Lunch 11:30—11:55

2nd Grade

Recess 11:30—11:55

Lunch 11:55—12:15

3rd Grade

Recess 11:50—12:15

Lunch 12:15—12:35

4th Grade

Recess 12:20—12:35

Lunch 12:35—12:55

5th Grade

Recess 12:30—12:55

Lunch 12:55—1:15

2020-21 Meal Prices
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Student Breakfast

$1.45 or Free/Reduced

Student Lunch

$2.95 or Free/Reduced
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