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From The Principal
Dear Parents,
Thank you for your patience and partnership with your teachers as
we have all learned how to navigate distance learning. I am proud
of how our school has come together to continue to learn and grow
in so many ways.
We miss seeing our bobcats! Join us on May 4 for a Bethke
Teacher Parade at 4:00 pm. We will email out a map of our parade
route on Friday, May 1. This will be a fun time for bobcats to see
their teachers during teacher appreciation week and a timely event
for our staff to see the kids they miss so much.

Bethke
Elementary
School
To honor and
inspire academic
excellence to
prepare the whole
child for success
in a 21st century
world.

This newsletter is filled with summer learning opportunities, a message from each specials teacher, celebrations, and information
about the fall. Look for the flier to order school supplies before May
31. Our next newsletter will be August 1.
Thank you for a great school year.
Have a safe and healthy summer.
We look forward to seeing you all soon!
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DATES TO REMEMBER
2020-21 School Year
OFFICE OPENS

Monday, August 3

8:00 am to 3:00 pm

New student registration

Monday, August 3
Tuesday, August 4

New Parent Orientation

Tuesday, August 11

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

OFFICE OPEN REGULAR HOURS

Wednesday, August 12

8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Open House
Last Names A thru L
Last Names M thru Z

Friday, August 14

SCHOOL STARTS

Monday, August 17

Kindergarteners:
Last Name A thru H attend
Last Name I thru O attend
Last Name P thru Z attend
ALL Kindergarteners attend starting

Monday, August 17
Tuesday, August 18
Wednesday, August 19
Thursday, August 20

PTO Back to School Social

Friday, August 21

Back-to-School-Night

Thursday, August 27

Individual Picture Day

Thursday, September 10

PTO Golf Tournament

Friday, September 18

8:00 am to 9:00 am
9:00 am to 10:00 am
8:45 am to 3:28 pm

5:00 pm to 5:45 pm
5:45 pm to 6:30 pm
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PTO News
SPRING PLANT SALE
Because the school will still not be open, plants will be delivered to your
doorstep on Friday, May 15!
If you ordered plants, please email diazpto@gmail.com to confirm your
home address for delivery of your plants by Friday, May 8.
Proceeds from the plant sale will benefit all Bethke Bobcats!
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Yearbook Update
Yearbook Delivery
Thank you to everyone who ordered a yearbook this year! We will receive
the books sometime in May and are working on a plan to get them distributed as soon and safely as possible. Look for more information from the office
later this month.
Mrs. Pegg

Girls on the Run
Girls on the Run Fall 2020
We're excited to announce that Girls on the Run is returning to Bethke this
coming fall!
As you begin planning for activities in the fall- save these dates and times
now! Girls on the Run will start the week of Sept 7. We will meet every
Monday and Wednesday after school from 3:30-5:00pm. It is open to all
3rd, 4th and 5th grade girls. Registration will open August 3.
Girls on the Run inspires girls to a lifetime of self-respect and a healthy lifestyle through an innovative program that combines training for a 3.1
mile run/walk race with fun games and activities that help girls learn to define their lives on their own terms.
For more information about the program go to
www.girlsontherunrockies.org.
Questions or interested in registering? Contact coach and site coordinator
Kassie Harras at kharras@psdschools.org.
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Counselor’s Corner

 The Counselor’s Corner 

We want to take a moment to say that we are so proud of you all! You have
worked SO hard to finish out the year through remote learning. We know it
wasn’t easy or the way we would have all preferred to end our school year.
We hope you will take a lot of time this summer to relax and PLAY! Free play
is such an important way for kids to learn and explore the world around
them. Here’s a link to a great article about the benefits of play if you are interested!
https://wetheparents.org/importance-of-free-play

We hope you take time as a family this summer to enjoy the great outdoors
and each other. We know it will still feel very different for a while yet, but we
are already looking forward to the day that we can be together again as
Bethke Bobcats! Happy summer everyone!

Please visit https://padlet.com/cmcphail4/7o8unuob8hva for counseling support
and activities from Mrs. McPhail and Mrs. Grant during our school closure.

Christie McPhail & Keri Grant, Bethke Counselors
If we can be of assistance to you or your child, please email us at
cmcphail@psdschools.org or kgrant@psdschools.org
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Arty Facts
Online Gallery of Student Artwork
Let’s celebrate our amazing Bethke artists! While at home, students have
been working on some incredible, inventive artworks. To celebrate these
artworks, I have created an online gallery. Please check out the Bethke
Specials Website: https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bethkespecials/
home?authuser=1 to see the gallery. Enjoy browsing the amazing creations
from our creative Bobcats!
If your child would like to have his/her artwork posted in the gallery, please
email me a photo of the artwork (for privacy please do not include faces in
the photo you would like to have posted online), title (if there is one), and
your child’s name and grade.
Portfolios
Portfolios and all student artwork will be returned to students when it is safe
to do so. We do not have a set date for this yet. I know many students have
precious treasures left behind in the art room. Rest assured those treasures
will remain safe and sound until we able to retrieve them!
Summer Art Activities:

Summer is a great time for kids to practice building fine motor skills and explore the
world around them through art! Here are some fun art activities to try over the summer:

•

Write and illustrate your own book.

•

Make your own play dough with just water, oil, salt, cream of tartar, flour, and
food coloring - http://fun.familyeducation.com/sculpting/recipes/37040.html

•

Collect leaves, petals, and pebbles to create a nature collage inspired by artist
Andy Goldsworthy

•

Learn to draw step-by-step with Art For Kids Hub on You Tube https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC5XMF3Inoi8R9nSI8ChOsdQ

•

Use chalk to make art outside

•

Visit an art museum virtually!

I miss you! I look forward to seeing you next fall. Have a great summer!
-Lydia Richardson, Art Teacher
lrichard@psdschools.org
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Fitness News
Courage: to choose what is good, right, and kind, even
when it’s hard or scary
It is very difficult to say “good bye”, “congratulations”, “I miss you”, and
“have a great summer” when I am not close enough to give you a hug and
share a smile. Those word are just as true and meaningful even from a far.
As you move from remote learning into summer please have COURAGE.
Have the courage to keep learning.
Have the courage to keep moving.
Have the courage to stay positive even when it seems impossible.
Have the courage to try something new.
Have the courage to be kind even when you do not feel like the world is being kind to you.
Have the courage to dance, laugh, and smile.
5th graders—I will miss you, however I know you are ready to move on to
your next adventure. Look back on your elementary years with pride in
what you accomplished and who you have become! I am honored to have
worked with you, and I wish you healthy and happiness.
Terri Keyworth
PE Teacher
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Music Notes
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family doing well as we end the
year with remote learning. I have truly missed seeing kids in my classroom
each week. I hope that you have been able to find some beauty in the
forced slow down in our otherwise busy lives. I know everyone has different
challenges and that you have all been working hard during this new reality.
Please continue to encourage your children to access activities, lesson and
songs on Quavermusic.com. They will have access to all of these materials
throughout the summer. You can find directions and Quaver codes on the
music section of our specials website
(https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bethkespecials/music?
authuser=1).
As always, feel free to contact me at aadams@psdschools.org if you have
any questions or need help.
I wish everyone a happy and restful summer. I look forward to seeing our
Bobcats back at school in the fall.
Allison Adams
Music Teacher
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Newman’s Technology News
Hello Bobcats!
Though the end of our year took an unexpected turn, I want to celebrate all
the amazing things we learned in Technology this year! I’m so proud of all
of your accomplishments and can’t wait to see you next year!
Kindergarten
Looking back to our first days of Tech, many of you had never used a desktop computer. Learning to use a mouse and keyboard was quite challenging
and a little scary. Now you are pros! You played many mouse practice
games including Teach Your Monster to Read and were mastering using 10
fingers to type on Dancemat Typing. You even started learning to log in
with your username and password without my help! I can’t wait to continue
where we left off next year! Keep practicing at home and have a wonderful
summer.
First Grade
I had so much fun teaching you word processing and coding this year! You
practiced your typing skills while creating a word document that you learned
how to save and retrieve! My most favorite memory was teaching you how
to insert a picture into your document and hearing your giggles when we
resized the image. Learning to code was another highlight, you loved using
the Bee Bots to read sight words and coding using block coding in Kodable
and Code.org. I miss you all and can’t wait to see you next year!
Second Grade
I just have to say WOW, you learned so much in Tech this year! It’s hard to
list it all, you learned how to log in to Google, navigate Google Classroom,
and create a digital presentation in Google slides. You got to expand your
knowledge of block coding using Scratch and Code.org, and even explored
robotics with Lego We Do! My favorite part of the year was teaching you
Scratch, I loved watching your faces light up when you made the cat change
colors. I hope you have a fabulous summer break and I look forward to
teaching you how to use a laptop next year!
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Newman’s Technology News
Third Grade
Third grade is a hard year for learning tech, and I am so proud of all you accomplished! You learned how to use a trackpad on your very own laptop
and you learned how to use Google Classroom to complete Tech Badges!
The Badges taught you many skills such as how to research responsibly on
the internet, how to use the library, and how to stay safe online. You
learned new tech tools like Pixton, and I loved reading your comic strips on
what you would do if you met a dinosaur. I had so much fun and can’t wait
to help you master even more next year!
Fourth Grade
I found so much joy watching your growth throughout fourth grade. Tech
Badges helped you master many of the tech tools and skills you learned in
third grade plus some! I was so impressed by your responses from the Digital Writing Badge. I loved to read how you would help Nicaraguan children
learn to read and have better lives. My favorite part of the year was teaching you Minecraft for Education! I loved your wax museum portraits and that
you were so engaged in learning through such a fun tool! I hope you have a
wonderful summer break, and I’m so excited to teach you even more next
year!
Fifth Grade
Writing this is bittersweet for me. I’m so proud of all you’ve learned at
Bethke! You’ve become pros at block coding, you know how to be great
digital citizens, and you have so many tools in your tech toolboxes to help
you be successful in middle school! There are so many things that I loved
teaching this year, it’s hard to pick just a couple. Using Gimkit to test your
knowledge of digital citizenship was a blast! I loved watching you strategize
to earn the most points. You created amazing presentations in Prezi,
Emaze, Slides and Publisher. The joy I saw in your faces when you learned
CoSpaces and Pixton made me so happy! I’m honored to have been your
tech teacher for the past three years, and I know you are going to have so
much fun in Middle School! I won’t say goodbye, instead see you soon and
leave you with a quote from Michael Jordan, “Obstacles don’t have to stop
you, If you run into a wall, don’t turn around and give up. Figure out how to
climb it, go through it, or work around it.”
Mrs. Newman
Technology Teacher
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Literacy
Mrs. Schupp’s and Mrs. Hewitt’s
Literacy News
We would like to thank you from the bottom of our
hearts for the reading and writing partnership,
support and encouragement you gave your child
during our remote learning.
This Photo by Unknown Au-

Celebrate! We have successfully worked hard
all year. Let’s ensure that we keep our children
growing during the summer months!

To avoid the summer slide, it is imperative that reading and writing be continued during time away from school. Children who don’t read during the
summer can lose valuable progress they accomplished during the school
year. Moreover, how much a child reads outside of school will determine how well he/she will read! The majority of a child’s time is spent
outside of school!
To help support and promote your child’s summer growth, you will find a list
of reading activities and websites, on the Bethke webpage.
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From the Library
I had a fantastic year with you in the Library! I loved reading new stories for
us to enjoy and exploring the makerspace centers with you.
To the fifth graders - I have known some of you since kindergarten! I have
loved watching you grow through the years at Bethke. I wish each of you
happiness in the years to come. I hope you look back on your years at
Bethke with fondness and always remember that you are a loved member of
the Bobcat family.

Summer is one of the best times to sit back in the shade and read a good
book! Make sure you check out this year's virtual reading program from the
Poudre River Library District!
Love,
Mrs. Gasser
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Math Fluency
Math
Wow! What a year! It has been so much fun hearing about the creative
ways families have been working on math around the house these last few
months. I’ve heard about projects working on budgeting, shopping, time
management skills, measurement while cooking and many more. This real
life, household math is so important in instilling a love and joy for math in
our young kids.
Over this summer it will be more important than ever to keep the math skills
sharp. I am sure many kids have had their fill of online education for a while,
but online programs or games are always a great option if you are unsure
how to continue your child’s learning through summer. There are also a variety of review workbooks on the market that can be a fun part of your daily
summer routine.
Fact fluency is also an essential piece to maintain for math success when
moving on to any grade level. You know your child best, but the standards
cover addition and subtraction facts in grades K-2 and then move to building
upon those, and mastering multiplication and division facts through 10, in
grades 3-5. It can be a fun game you create, or just a few minutes of calling
out facts in the car. Confidence and speed with basic facts will make your
child feel successful come fall.
I hope you have a fantastic, fun filled mathematical summer! I can’t wait to
see everyone back in the fall!
Mrs. Pegg
Math Interventionist
1st-5th Grade
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Emotional Wellness
Hello Bethke Families,
I hope that the May sunshine is bringing your family happiness and excitement as the summer approaches. While we are all spending more time at
home, find moments each day to be present with each other. We can learn
from each other, observe the environment, show appreciation in fun ways,
and engage others in play. It’s also my hope that we can take care of our
emotional health by staying mindful that people of all ages may be experiencing anxiety, anger, grief, loneliness, and confusion, and it may be presenting in different ways than you’d expect. One simple way to help? Listen
to and acknowledge other’s feelings without “fixing things” right away.
Please check out this NASP website to help support your children if they are
struggling or have questions.
Warmly,
Courtney Hill (“Mrs. H”)
Bethke School Psychologist
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Emotional Wellness

3 Ways to Maintain Emotional Health this
Summer
1. Physical Movement and Play Every Day!
Kids should be getting 60-120 minutes of physical activity every day.
Use play time as physical activity time. Play active games like Twister, charades, and hide-and-seek. Break out skateboards, roller
blades, hula hoops, jump ropes, beachballs. Toss around pet toys in
the hallway or backyard to get the dog or cat involved, too.

2. Practice Gratitude Every Day!
Keep It Simple – At dinner every night, everyone has a
chance to share their favorite part of the day.
Daily Meditation and Movement (FREE) https://1000-petals.com/
HeadSpace Meditation for Students ($9.99/year) https://
www.headspace.com/studentplan

3. Get Sunshine Every Day!
15 minutes of sunshine every day will improve overall
health.
(Remember Sunscreen!)
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