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Continued... 

Springtime at Bethke is always filled with sunshine, smiles, and fun learning 
together!  We are looking forward to many spring activities as we begin to 
wind down the year. 

 

Looking to the fall, there 
will be some changes at 
Bethke.  You already re-
ceived the bittersweet 
news that Mr. Gallagher 
will be retiring. We are all 
very sad around here but 
wish him well in his next 
adventures. We have other 
staff changes as people 
take on new professional 
challenges.  This is an over-
view at this time.  It could 
change by fall. 

 

Kindergarten:  Kalvels, Busselman, Eddy, and one more to hire 

1st grade:  Carlucci, Ricks, Hause, Berger 

2nd grade:  Beaven, Haselby, Utesch, Weisenbach 

3rd grade:  Berg, Wedemeyer, Voelker, Crawford 

4th grade:  Mocke, Samples, Wilson, and one more to hire 

5th grade:  Rayls, Moore, Rossi, Drage 

mailto:aalfonso@psdschools.org
mailto:jgallagh@psdschools.org
https://bet.psdschools.org/
https://bet.psdschools.org/
http://www.nocofootball.com/
mailto:heatherpatel@windermere.com
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 A Message from the Principal, continued... 

 

We are excited for Ms. Gunstream to step into the media specialist role with Amie 
Hampton serving as her media assistant! Jenn Meier will primarily work with the 
literacy interventionists. 

Our budget will allow us to expand our math interventions with Mrs. Pegg and 
add GT support with Mrs. McClure. 

 

Our mental health team will be led by Mrs. McPhail with a new psychologist and 
counselor working alongside her. 

 

We have many other support staff that will remain in place. 

 

If you have any questions about these changes, please let me know. 

 

The other big change families need to be aware of will be our school 
hours.  Starting in August our new school hours will be 8:00-2:38. Please make 
arrangements for that shift in our schedule.  Our office will be open at 7:30 a.m. 
and will close at 3:30 p.m. 

 

I hope to see you all at our spring social the 29th. What a wonderful night it will be 
to celebrate a great school year! 

 

Ann Alfonso 

Principal  

http://www.youthclinic.com/
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/src
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Counselor’s Corner 

The Counselor’s Corner 

Community Mental Health Provider Spotlight: 

 

 

 

At CAYAC (Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Connections), we believe 
community collaboration is key to ensuring all families have access to infor-
mation about mental health and are able to receive behavioral health ser-
vices that meet their unique needs.  Contact CAYAC for referrals and direct 
services by calling (970) 221-3308, Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm. 

 

Save the Date: Upcoming Virtual Speaker Series! 

School Avoidance and Mental Health-Part1: Understanding and Supporting 
Students Avoiding School 

April 5th  12:00-1:00pm 

School Avoidance and Mental Health-Part 2: Perspectives and Support  

April 12th  12:00-1:00pm 

Personal Boundary Setting 

April 26th  12:00-1:00pm 

Understanding Adult Anxiety and Coping Strategies 

May 3rd  12:00-1:00pm 

More info at www.healthdistrict.org/cayac 

 

Christie McPhail & Nick Worstell, Bethke Counselors 

If we can be of assistance to you or your child, contact Christie at 488-4319 
or cmcphail@psdschools.org or Nick at 488-4312 or  

nworstell@psdschools.org 

http://www.fcconnexion.com/
http://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
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Literacy News 

Mrs. Hewitt’s & Mrs. Luna’s 

News 

English is NOT that Crazy!  

The 6 Phonetic Patterns of English 

Let’s continue to debunk the age-old phrase, “English is Just a Crazy Language!”  

For the remainder of the year, we are going to break down the 6 phonetic patterns of Eng-
lish. Yes, that’s right, there are only six! By understanding these phonetic patterns, you will 
be on your way to understanding our language.  

1. Closed Syllables 

2. Open Syllables 

3. Magic E (Vowel, Consonant, E) 

4. Vowel Teams 

5. R-Controlled Vowels 

6. Consonant -le  

 

So, let’s continue cracking the code.  

Phonetic Pattern #6:  

The final syllable type is consonant –le, or sometimes called final stable syllable. It requires 

explicit instruction and a ton of practice! There are no single syllable consonant –le words 

so students need to have solid phonological awareness when it comes to syllables. This 

pattern requires students to think a lot about whether the vowel in the first syllable is short 

or long. 

Every syllable must have a vowel. In words where /ul/ is heard as the ending syllable, there 

must be an –le or –al so we don’t have words spelled like bubl. 

There are 9 consonants that join with –le: -ble, -cle, -dle, -fle, -gle, -kle, -ple, -tle, and -zle. 

For this, we go back to open or closed syllables. The –cle syllable is automatically its own 

unit of sound. We have students just circle it the moment they recognize it’s a consonant –

le syllable. Those letters are “stuck together.”  

Now students look to the first syllable. “To double or not to double?” is our catch phrase. If 

the vowel is long, leave it open! If the vowel is short, give it a guard! The consonant with the 

–le is not the guard, it’s automatically in the final stable syllable. If there is already another 

guardian consonant, leave it alone! 

If you’d like to learn more about this 
pattern, check out this 
Consonant -le video! 

mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O64lb4mkhVo


 

 Page 6 April 2022 Bethke Elementary School Newsletter  

 

Happy Spring from the Art Room!  

Here’s what we’ve been working on in each grade level and 
what we will be doing moving into April:  

Kindergarten: Students spent the past month learning about 
different types of art - landscapes, still life, and portraiture. 
From here we are moving on to our Painted Houses project. 
Students will learn about art from Africa, specifically painted 
houses of the Ndebele people located in South Africa. Students 
will also learn about and create symmetry as they draw and 
paint their own painted houses.  

1st Grade: Students learned about 2-dimensional shapes and 3-
dimensional forms and created their own buildings that we will 
be setting up as neighborhoods for each class. Our next project 
will be Paper Weaving and students will paint their own designs 
on paper and learn how to cut and weave that paper through 
colored construction paper. From there we will be making and 
decorating frames to surround the weavings.  

2nd Grade: Students learned about Greek art and were able to 
create their own scratch art vessels using oil pastels and black 
tempera paint that when dried, can be scratched off in all kinds 
of unique designs to display the oil pastel beneath. Our next 
project will be Textured Bugs and students will be learning 
about insects and how to draw them using chalk. Through the 
use of chalk, students will also be learning how to blend colors 
and how to mix them using primary or analogous colors.  

3rd Grade: Students learned about the art of Ancient Rome, 
more specifically mosaics. With this newfound understanding of 
this art style, students created their own mosaics using hand-cut 
squares of colored paper arranged into unique expressive imag-
es and mod podge. From this project, we moved on to Native 
American Parfleche travel bag making. Students learned about 
the significance of these bags and how they were decorated and 
used to carry many items of importance across great distances. 
Students went on to make their own Parfleche travel bags using 
brown construction paper, paint, and yarn.                                   

 

4th Grade: Students applied their knowledge of symmetry and 
the arts of the Middle Ages to create their own Rose Windows. 
From here, we moved on to monochromatic painting and how 
you can create depth in a landscape or scene painting of singular 
color just with white (tints) and blacks (shades). Moving for-
ward, students will be learning about rhythm and movement 
and how through the use of lines, shapes, and colors, artists can 
create specific feelings and guide our eyes through works of art. 
Students will be creating their own abstract artworks using 
rhythm and movement.  

5th Grade: Students spent some time mastering still life drawing 
as we practiced varying shading techniques while drawing flow-
er bouquets and fruit arrangements. From there, students 
learned about Navajo Weaving and the culture behind it as well 
as vocabulary words for the parts of a loom, such as the warp 
and weft. Students then warped their own looms and have been 
spending time creating their own weavings on them.  

Here's to spring and thank you for supporting the arts at Bethke!  

Miss Gabbie Andreozzi 

http://www.saludclinic.org/
https://center.huntingtonhelps.com/lp/fort-collins/tutoring-2
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April 2022---Music 

Students are continuing to play keyboards during weekly 

music classes.  They seem to be enjoying the activities and 

being able to make music alone and with their partners.  

Kindergarten students have also started learning songs for 

their Kindergarten Celebration which will happen at the 

end of the school year.  In a continuation of the study of 

multicultural music this year, students have started learn-

ing about the musical traditions of Mexico.   

Remember to check the ‘at-home’ music activities on the 

student Quaver Dashboard. Students can access these ac-

tivities by logging into their Quaver account (directions 

below) and clicking on the “Assignments” tab on their Stu-

dent Dashboard. Currently, there are activities including 

fun Quaver songs, social-emotional learning songs, holiday 

songs, and multicultural music.  Additionally, ‘ukuleles at 

home’ is available to all 3rd-5th grade classes. If your child 

has a ukulele at home, he/she can access the same lesson 

materials at home. Students can access other great musi-

cal activities on the Student Dashboard under the “Student 

Interactives” and “Creatives” tabs.  

The music curriculum for PSD is Quaver Music.  This is a 

very creative and fun digital curriculum that is also availa-

ble to students for free at home.  I create and use lessons 

in Quaver frequently in my classroom.  There are many 

wonderful songs, movement opportunities, music-creating 

opportunities, and games in this program.  Quaver also 

includes many great resources for learning music theory 

and history.  All PSD elementary students are automatical-

ly provided with a private, free student account in Quaver.  

Please note that, if your child was in our district last year, 

he/she will automatically be placed in the next grade level 

and in his/her new teacher’s classroom.  Students will 

need to know their PSD email and email password to log in 

to Quaver through our tinyurl link (given below).  I’ve post-

ed very specific directions for accessing student Quaver 

accounts on my Learning Page. I’ve also posted a link to 

that page below.  Go check out Quaver and let me know if 

you have any trouble getting logged into your account.  

 

 

 

Here is the link to my Learning Page:  

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-

music-adams/home 

Here is the login site for Quaver Music: 

www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me at 

aadams@psdschools.org with any concerns or questions 

you may have.   

 

Musically Yours, 

Allison Adams 

Music Teacher 

http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
http://www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver
mailto:aadams@psdschools.org
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Getting Ready For the District Track Meet 

 

The end of the school year is approaching and that means it is almost time for the Fourth and Fifth grade 
District Track Meet. The district track meet takes place at the start of May at French Field in Fort Collins. 
Fourth and fifth grade students will be participating in a track and field unit during physical education class 
to qualify for events. These events include sprinting, a distance run, field events, and a relay event. Families 
will be notified if their child qualifies and would like to participate in the district track meet. Students can 
qualify from one to five events and have the chance to compete against other students in the district. More 
information about the date and details of the meet will be sent out to students who qualify. 

 

If you are interested in helping time students during PE class and supervising running routes, please keep 
an eye out for a sign up genius that will be sent out.  

 

The end of the year is a busy time for kindergarten and first grade. Students have worked hard all year long 
on their skills. Now, students are applying the skills they have learned to play more complex games and 
combine multiple skills in one activity. The primary focus will still be on individual skills and form through-
out the activities. 

 Second and third grade are continuing to be exposed to a variety of activities and skills. At this time, stu-
dents are learning more group cooperative games that incorporate teams discussing and working together 
for a common goal as well as game strategy. During these games, students are still improving on a variety 
of skills such as throwing, catching, kicking, dribbling, striking, and more.  

 

As the seasons change and the end of the year approaches please remember to prepare for the weather. 
Spring in Colorado can change quickly, so dressing in layers and wearing tennis shoes for PE days will be 
important.  
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PTO NEWS 

Hello Bethke Families!  We hope this finds you well and that you all had a fun and restful Spring Break!  Spring is a busy 
time of year at Bethke and we have a lot of amazing events coming up!  From the Spring Book Fair to our upcoming 
Affinity Night, there is truly something for everyone! 

King Soopers and The Pledge – King Soopers has continually proven to be a large money maker for our school so please 
consider linking your account to Bethke (instructions attached).  Again, it’s a way to give back to the school without 
having to give back.  This, along with the pledge money that you have donated and some of our other fundraisers, has 
created enough money to pay for field trips and Core Knowledge experiences this Spring.  Our pledge is still lower than 
expected, so please consider donating today!   

PTO Meeting occurred on March 9th, and here were the main topics discussed: 

• Plant Sale is Cancelled - The format from last year was changed and it was not feasible for us to do it this Spring.  
We look forward to hopefully doing it again next year, in partnership with another elementary school. 

• Available PTO Positions – There are several vacancies on the PTO Board, please reach out to Mrs. Alfonso if you are 
interested in being part of this great group!!! 

• New position of Fundraising Chair – the PTO Board voted to create a Fundraising Chair to replace the Volunteer 
Coordinator position.  This new position will focus on The Pledge, investigate different ways to raise money, over-
see spirit wear, the plant sale (if applicable), Original Art, Holiday Sale, King Soopers, and any other fundraising ac-
tivities for our school.   

• Budget – Our current balance is just over $21,000 and we expect spirit wear and King Soopers to add to this 
amount.  We will draft a new budget for the 2022-2023 school year in the fall of 2022. 

 

• Affinity Night is April 13th, at URBAN AIR, from 4-8pm!!!  This is such a fun venue and 20% of earnings will go back 
to our school!!! 

• Book Fair is April 25th thru April 29th and will mirror the Book Fair in the Fall.   The Fair will culminate with the 
Spring Social. 

 

• Spring Social is April 29th, where there will be food trucks and a DJ.  Parents are 
also allowed to freely tour the school and get a chance to look at students’ school-
work on the walls! 

 

• First Grade Parents, the Teacher Appreciation Committee is hosting a teacher 
luncheon on April 13th, if you would like to help, please look for a sign-up email 
soon!!! 

We can’t wait for the warmer weather when we can all come together outside!!!  Stay 
well, and we look forward to seeing all of you at some of the upcoming events for our 
awesome school!!! 

Your PTO Board, 

Brittany Vallejo, Naima Haddad-Gomez, Leea Guy, Lynne Diaz 
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buytheyearbook.pictavo.com
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https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
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schooltoolbox.com
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May 9- 4th Grade Coffee Talk with Mrs. Alfonso, 9:00 am, cafeteria 

May 16- No School- Staff Work- Day 

May 23- Kindergarten Celebration, 10:00 am 

May 25- 5th Grade Graduation, 9:00 am 

May 25- Last Day of School- early dismissal HALF DAY. No lunch will be served.  

*** NEW SCHOOL HOURS FOR THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR WILL BE 8:00-2:38. *** 
 

 


