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Dear Parents, 

February was a fun month of celebrating and learning! As we look 
ahead to spring break in March, we feel so pleased with the progress 
of our students. They have worked hard and deserve a break! Thanks 
for your support at home. We appreciate it. 

March is a time we begin to make draft budgets for the fall based on 
our enrollment.  Please let the office know if you do not plan on re-
turning.  Thank you to our staff and our school accountability com-
mittee for insights into systems at Bethke and priorities as we staff 
our building for the next school year.   

I’m looking forward to watching our school’s virtual talent show this 
month! In lieu of an in-person show, we have a link that will be sent 
home to families to enjoy at your leisure!  Congratulations to all of 
our participants! Thank you for sharing your talents with our school! 

With spring around the corner and longer days ahead, I find myself 
incredibly grateful to spend our days here with our bobcats.  We are 
back to having volunteers working in our building and we have field 
trips planned for the spring.  It’s going to be a fantastic month!  Enjoy 
your break and know how much we appreciate your partnership! 

 

Honoring All Learners. 

Ann Alfonso 
Principal 

mailto:aalfonso@psdschools.org
mailto:jgallagh@psdschools.org
https://bet.psdschools.org/
https://bet.psdschools.org/
http://www.gridiorncolorado.com/
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Counselor’s Corner 

The Counselor’s Corner 

 

After a two-year absence due to covid, we are thrilled to be hosting the 
Safety Smarts program again this spring.  Instructors from the Crawford 

Child Advocacy Center will be presenting a 5-week personal safety program 
in all K-3 classrooms starting at the end of March. 

The curriculum combines stories, songs, books, and opportunities for stu-
dents to practice assertiveness skills as they learn about personal safety.  
Studies demonstrate that prevention programs improve students’ assertive-
ness and increase protective factors. 

Safety Smarts has been teaching students how to stay safe in Northern Colo-
rado since 2007.  A majority of PSD elementary schools participate in this 
program.  K-3 students will bring home an informational letter after spring 
break.  If you would like additional information before that please contact 
Ana Pasini, Safety Smarts Coordinator, at (970) 407-9739. 

 

Christie McPhail & Nick Worstell, Bethke Counselors 

If we can be of assistance to you or your child, contact Christie at 488-4319 
or cmcphail@psdschools.org or Nick at 488-4312 or nwor-

stell@psdschools.org 

http://www.fcconnexion.com/
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
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Literacy News 

Mrs. Hewitt’s & Mrs. Luna’s 

News 

English is NOT that Crazy!  

The 6 Phonetic Patterns of English 

Let’s continue to debunk the age-old phrase, “English is Just a Crazy Language!”  

For the remainder of the year, we are going to break down the 6 phonetic patterns of Eng-
lish. Yes, that’s right, there are only six! By understanding these phonetic patterns, you will 
be on your way to understanding our language.  

1- Closed Syllables 

2- Open Syllables 

3- Magic E (Vowel, Consonant, E) 

4- Vowel Teams 

5- R-Controlled Vowels 

6- Consonant -le  

So, let’s continue cracking the code.  

Phonetic Pattern #5:  

R-controlled vowels or “Bossy R” words can be tricky for some students. When a 
vowel is followed by the letter r, the vowel is usually forced to change its sound. It 
is no longer a regular short or long vowel. This is phonetic pattern #5. 

The vowel + r makes a new sound. /ar/ and /or/ are easy to distinguish and differ-
entiate, but /ir/, /ur/, and /er/, all make the same sound. Students just need to 
learn these words because “tapping or sounding them out” won’t be helpful.  

For decoding (reading), notice if a vowel is followed by the letter r. If it is, circle the 
vowel and r and mark it as one vowel sound. Label this as one vowel sound. Next 
label the consonants. If there is one consonant, one will run! If there are two con-
sonants, two will split!  

For encoding (spelling), have students say a word and determine how many sylla-
bles it has. Every syllable must have a vowel sound and r-controlled vowels count! 
Use syllable scoops for visual support.  

This is also our favorite first grade version of BOSSY R!  

mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUKHo1Y-BcM&t=13s
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Continued... 

Arty Facts 

Greetings from the art room!  

February has been a month filled with creativity and beautiful works of art! Here’s what we’ve been work-
ing on in each grade level and what will be happening in March:  

Kindergarten: Students have been learning all about color and are now able to identify the rainbow order 
and the colors of the color wheel. From this we have moved on to color mixing and how primary colors 
(red, yellow, and blue) can be combined to make secondary colors (orange, green, and purple). Moving for-
ward with our knowledge of color, we will be starting our Types of Art: Landscape, Still Life, Portrait project. 
Students will be able to identify these different types of art and create their own.  

1st Grade: Students learned about the artist Faith Ringgold - famous for her painted quilts - and combined 
their own unique storytelling with multimedia artistic expression (writing, drawing, painting, and fabric). 
Our next project will be focusing on shapes and forms, more specifically, buildings. Students will be able to 
identify the difference between shapes and forms and from there, be able to assemble shapes to create 
forms by making their own buildings.  

2nd Grade: Students have learned all about Japanese Art and applied their skills into making their own Jap-
anese inspired art. This has included creating hanging scrolls featuring the art of Gyotaku - fish prints - as 
well as using watercolor and tempera paint to portray cherry blossom trees. They have also been learning 
about the Japanese animation style of anime and are drawing their anime own characters from this new-
found knowledge. We will be moving on to Greek art and students will be creating their own scratch art 
vessels.  

3rd Grade: Students learned about how, in our tints and shades project, adding tints (whites) and shades 
(darks) can make a piece of art have lighter and darker elements. From this project, we moved on to our 
chalk project and were able to practice layering light and dark colored chalk on varying colors of paper and 
how this can create works of art with differing moods and feelings based on the colors used. In our next 
project, students have learned about the art of Ancient Roman Mosaics and are creating their own through 
the process of cutting out and gluing down various colors of paper into their own mosaic images.  

http://www.youthclinic.com/
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Side color bar ad 
placement 

Arty Facts, continued.. 

 

4th Grade: Students learned about Illuminated Letters from the Middle Ag-
es and how artists created illuminated manuscripts by decorating text with 
elaborate patterns and gold leaf. Students used their initials, patterns, pic-
tures, and gold paint to express their individual identities. Students are now 
learning about Rose Windows - also originating from the Middle Ages - and 
are creating their own while learning about symmetry in art. 

 

 5th Grade: Students learned about optical illusions in art and the process 
of cross-contouring, turning 2D art into something that appears to be 3D. 
From there, students have moved on to creating their own designs for Eco 
Week t-shirts, which all look amazing and we will be voting on designs in 
April. Since we have been focusing on developing our skills in the world of 
drawing, our next project will be Still Life drawing. 

 

Here's to another great month and thank you for supporting the arts at 
Bethke! 

 

Miss Gabbie Andreozzi  

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
schoolnewslettercompany.com
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March 2022---Music 

 

 BETHKE TALENT SHOWCASE 

Thanks to all the students who sent in videos for our virtu-

al talent showcase.  Mrs. Newman is working hard to pre-

pare the final product.  The showcase will be available for 

viewing the week before spring break.  You will find a link 

on the Bethke homepage to access the show.  I am sure 

you will all enjoy it. 

 

KEYBOARDS IN MUSIC 

We have started a new and fun unit in the music room 

here at Bethke.  All students started music keyboard in-

struction back in February. I am running it as a group piano 

lesson and the kids are very engaged.  We have 13 key-

boards in the room that split into two separate working 

units.  Each student has their own station and head-

phones.  Through these lessons, students are already 

learning the basics of playing keyboard and applying much 

of the music theory they’ve already learned.  I plan to con-

tinue this unit through the remainder of the school year 

and hope that the kids find a love for reading and playing 

music.  I am working individually with my students who 

take private piano lessons so that they can work at a level 

that meets their skill level.  It’s very exciting and a fun way 

to finish out the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to check the ‘at-home’ music activities on the 

student Quaver Dashboard. Students can access these ac-

tivities by logging into their Quaver account (directions 

below) and clicking on the “Assignments” tab on their Stu-

dent Dashboard. Currently, there are activities including 

fun Quaver songs, social-emotional learning songs, holiday 

songs, and multicultural music.  Additionally, ‘ukuleles at 

home’ is available to all 3rd-5th grade classes. If your child 

has a ukulele at home, he/she can access the same lesson 

materials at home. Students can access other great musi-

cal activities on the Student Dashboard under the “Student 

Interactives” and “Creatives” tabs.  

The music curriculum for PSD is Quaver Music.  This is a 

very creative and fun digital curriculum that is also availa-

ble to students for free at home.  I create and use lessons 

in Quaver frequently in my classroom.  There are many 

wonderful songs, movement opportunities, music-creating 

opportunities, and games in this program.  Quaver also 

includes many great resources for learning music theory 

and history.  All PSD elementary students are automatical-

ly provided with a private, free student account in Quaver.  

Please note that, if your child was in our district last year, 

he/she will automatically be placed in the next grade level 

and in his/her new teacher’s classroom.  Students will 

need to know their PSD email and email password to log in 

to Quaver through our tinyurl link (given below).  I’ve post-

ed very specific directions for accessing student Quaver 

accounts on my Learning Page. I’ve also posted a link to 

that page below.  Go check out Quaver and let me know if 

you have any trouble getting logged into your account.  

Here is the link to my Learning Page:  

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-

music-adams/home 

Here is the login site for Quaver Music: 

www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver 

 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me at 

aadams@psdschools.org with any concerns or questions 

you may have.   

Musically Yours, 

Allison Adams 

Music Teacher 

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
http://www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver
mailto:aadams@psdschools.org
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Moving & Grooving in the Gym 

Students have been hard at work on dancing and balancing in the gym. Dancing, Zumba, and cardio kick-
boxing are all great cardiovascular activities to get students moving inside and engage in follow along ac-
tivities. Dance is a great way to allow students to express themselves through movement and can provide 
students with creative outlets to tell stories. 

 

Kindergarten and first grade students have been working on their different yoga balances between dance 
moves. They have also worked on a group parachute dance which requires all students to work together, 
know their right and left, and follow directions. 

Second grade students have had the opportunity to participate in a variety of follow along activities and 
have been shown a variety of styles of dances and workouts that discuss movement to music.  

 

Third through fifth grade students have also had the chance to experience a variety of dances, as well as 
creating their own dance or routine to music that can be putting moves together, tell a story, or be a 
workout. This gives students the chance to express themselves in PE and demonstrate their passions and 
creativity. It has been a lot of fun helping students work together in a group to combine styles and ideas in 
one cohesive performance.  

 

As the weather continues to change PE will hopefully be making its transition outside shortly. So, please 
remind your children to be prepared for the weather on PE days.  

http://www.saludclinic.org/
https://center.huntingtonhelps.com/lp/fort-collins/tutoring-2
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PTO NEWS 
 

Hello Bethke Parents!   

We hope this newsletter finds all of you well!  Whether stu-
dents have decided to keep or no longer wear their masks, 
things have run as smoothly as ever since the restrictions 
were lifted.    The quarterly PTO meeting took place on Feb-
ruary 16th, and spring is a busy time for everyone at Bethke, 
so here is a breakdown of what’s coming up in the next cou-
ple of months. 

 

Housekeeping: 

Our pledge is still below our anticipated amount, and even 
though we are halfway thru the school year, donations are 
always accepted and greatly appreciated. 

King Soopers has continued to be a large contributing factor 
to the PTO budget, so please consider setting up your King 
Soopers card to automatically donate funds to Bethke with 
every purchase (instructions on how to link your account 
are attached). 

 

Affinity Night: 

Our last Affinity Night at Panda Express was a huge success, 
thank you to everyone that came out!  The next Affinity 
Night will be at the Windsor Pizza Hut; more details to 
come! 

 

Teacher Care Committee: 

Second Grade Parents – it’s your month!  Look for more 
information coming to your inbox soon. 

 

Bethke Spirit Wear: 

We are offering another chance to buy school spirit wear. 
Look for new colors and new designs! You should’ve seen 
an email come home last week with the order form 
attached. We have attached the order form here as well. 
The deadline to order Spring spirit wear is March 4th.  

 

 

Garden Sale: 

This year will be a focused sale of vegetables and herbs.  
More information will go out in Friday Folders and orders 
will be due by the week of last week of March! 

 

School Tool Box: 

Kits will be a service, not a fundraiser, and again, more in-
formation will go out in Friday Folders.  For those of you 
that don’t know, this is a resource that offers to take your 
school’s exact supply list, pack it up in a box, and ship it to 
your school.  The deadline to order will be late May. 

 

PTO Elections: 

PTO elections will be in April; more information to follow! 

Spring Book Fair and Spring Social:  

There will be a Spring Book Fair and Spring Social this April!  
The Book Fair will be 4/25-4/29 and will culminate on Fri-
day, April 29th, with the Spring Social!  The Spring Social will 
bring food trucks and a DJ to Bethke.  Additionally, during 
this time, the school will be open to students and parents to 
tour.  We know that due to previous Covid restrictions some 
parents have not had the chance to go inside Bethke yet. 
This will be your chance to walk the halls of our amazing 
school!! 

Thank you and we hope that you all have a safe and fun 
Spring Break! 

Your PTO Board, 

 
Brittany Vallejo 
Lynne Diaz 
Naima Haddad-Gomez 
Leea Guy 
Cassie Betts 
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Upcoming Dates: 

April 15- No School- Staff Work- Day  

April 25-29- Spring Book Fair 

April 29- PTO Social 5:00-7:00 pm  

  



 

 

 

 

 

Link for information: https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards 



Bethke Elementary
is partnering with School Tool Box 

for the 2022-23 School Year!

Ordering available in March.
More details coming soon!



BETHKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

--------�RDERTODAY 

CLICK HERE OR 

Visit buytheyearbook.pictavo.com 

l. Find Your School 700892

2. Click or Tap "Shop My School"

3. Find Your Product & "Add to Cart"

4. Enter Your Student Information

5. "Add to Cart" & "Check Out"

To Complete Your Purchase!

Last Chance To Purchase 

You Yearbook Is On 3/31/2022 

Use Google Chrome 
for best results! 

ONLY 

$25.00! 

� .,. 
2021, 

https://buytheyearbook.pictavo.com/PictavoSchool/FindSchool

