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It’s hard to believe our year is almost half over!  We are so proud of how 
hard your children have worked at getting back into school routines.  We 
have seen amazing growth and will build on that next semester after holi-
day break. 

This month we welcome more new families. As our enrollment continues to 
grow, we as a staff along with our School Accountability Committee made 
up of parents and staff, continue conversations about refining our routines 
here at Bethke. Our SAC will begin discussing priorities for staffing our 
building next fall as we review our budget and enrollment status. Thanks to 
those who reach out to welcome our new Bobcats and help them adjust to 
Bethke.  

December 6-12 is National Inclusive Schools Week. At Bethke we value in-
clusiveness as we Honor All Learners each and every day. It’s who we are. 
We strive to help each child feel safe and included while at school. We’ll be 
talking in classes more about what this word means as it relates to our De-
cember character trait of kindness and how we can live it out together! Our 
common definition for the word inclusion is “where everyone belongs” if 
you would like to discuss with your child at home.  

We continue our safety protocols here at Bethke and appreciate your sup-
port in keeping your children home when they are ill.  Let us know if you 
have questions about our protocols or Return to Learn guidance. 

Honoring All Learners, 

Mrs. Alfonso 

Principal 

mailto:aalfonso@psdschools.org
mailto:jgallagh@psdschools.org
https://bet.psdschools.org/
https://bet.psdschools.org/
http://www.larimerhealthconnect.org/
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The district’s focus is to have all students participate in in-person learning at schools as much as possible. However, 
some students may miss being in school because of illness, quarantine, an emergency or other circumstances. PSD 
wants to ensure students can continue learning remotely when they can't be at school regardless of the reason for the 
absence. Teachers and staff will do their best to support students who are learning online.   
  
More information is available on the PSD Remote Learning web page. There you will find expectations, information 
about Teacher Learning pages, and additional technology resources. Please let us know if you have specific questions 
about how this looks at our school.  

PSD’s Remote Learning Web Page  

http://www.youthclinic.com/
https://www.psdschools.org/academics/remote-learning
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Middle School Updates for 5th Graders 

It’s time for 5th grade families to think about 

 middle school! 

The entire Bethke attendance area is now assigned to Timnath Middle 
High School, not Preston Middle School.  PSD buses will run from our 
neighborhood to Timnath MHS.  If you would like your child to attend 
Preston or Kinard Middle Schools, you will need to fill out a school choice 
application and provide your own transportation to/from school. 

Important dates: 

Timnath Middle High School Family Information Nights for all current 5th-
9th graders (these presentations are all the same, you can attend at any 
location):   

Tuesday, December 7, 6:30pm at Bamford Elementary 

Wednesday, December 8, 6:30pm at Bethke Elementary 

Thursday, December 9, 6:30pm at Timnath Elementary 

Monday, December 13, 6:30pm at Timberline Church 

Tuesday, December 14, 6:30pm online via Microsoft Teams 

Thursday, January 6, 6:30pm online via Microsoft Teams 

Monday, January 10, 6:30pm online via Microsoft Teams 

Wednesday, January 19, 6:30pm online via Microsoft Teams 

 

Preston Middle School Open House: January 4, 6:00pm 

 

Kinard Middle School Incoming 6th grade Family Night: January 5, 6:00pm 

 

Secondary (6-12) School of Choice Deadline: Friday, January 21, noon 

 

In February, middle school counselors will come to Bethke to get students 
registered for classes.  In May, 5th graders will take a field trip to visit the 
middle schools.   If you have questions, contact your child’s 5th grade 
teacher or our counselors, Mrs. McPhail or Mr. Worstell. 

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
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Counselor’s Corner 

Did you know?  You can access free mental health 
support for Colorado youth through: 

www.imattercolorado.org  

I Matter provides up to three free counseling 
sessions for Colorado youth ages 18 or younger. 

 

Colorado House Bill 21-1258 established this temporary program to pro-
vide access to mental health and substance use disorder services for 
youth, including addressing needs that may have resulted from the 

COVID-19 pandemic. In June 2021, Governor Jared Polis signed the bipar-
tisan legislation, which dedicated $9 million to the program as part of the 

Colorado Comeback roadmap. I Matter is funded and administered by 
the Colorado Department of Human Services, Office of Behavioral Health.  

The program is funded until June 30, 2022. 

 

Christie McPhail & Nick Worstell, Bethke Counselors 

If we can be of assistance to you or your child, contact Christie at 488-
4319 or cmcphail@psdschools.org  or Nick at 488-4312 or nwor-

stell@psdschools.org 

http://www.fcconnexion.com/
https://imattercolorado.org/
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1258
mailto:cmcphail@psdschools.org
mailto:nworstell@psdschools.org
mailto:nworstell@psdschools.org
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Mrs. Hewitt’s & Mrs. Luna’s 

 
News 

 

English is NOT that Crazy!  

The 6 Phonetic Patterns of English 

Let’s continue to debunk the age-old phrase, “English is Just a Crazy Language!” The truth is, every 
language is a code, and most people have just not been taught how to crack the English code! Did 
you know that 96% of English words can be explained and only 4% are truly irregular or rule-
breakers?  

For the remainder of the year, we are going to break down the 6 phonetic patterns of English. Yes, 
that’s right, there are only six! By understanding these phonetic patterns, you will be on your way 
to understanding our language.  

1. Closed Syllables 

2. Open Syllables 

3. Magic E 

4. Vowel Teams 

5. R-Controlled Vowels 

6. Consonant -le  

So, let’s continue cracking the code.  

Phonetic Pattern #2:  

When a vowel is not followed by a consonant, the vowel is long. This is called an 
open syllable. Open syllables can stand alone or be found in multi-syllabic words.  

If you would like to see this 
pattern in action, check out 
this video: 

 OPEN SYLLABLES!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjpfJjMIoSI&t=7s


 

 

December 

 2021 

Page 6 

 
Arty Facts 

What a wonderful semester we have had in the art room!  In January I will begin 

my leave of absence after having my baby boy.  My leave will last for the entirety 

of the second semester.  Thank you for making this year such a great one!  I look 

forward to being back with our Bobcats next August! 

PSD Art Show at Foothills Mall 

Shopping at the mall this holiday season?  Make sure to stop by Foothills Mall and 

check out the PSD art show!  There are amazing artworks on display from students 

throughout our district, including 30 students from Bethke. The show will be on 

display until January 11.  

Congratulations to Bethke students in the show: Maeve Durkin, Presley Faust, Ana-

belle Remakus, Lidia Eschiletti Prati, Bentley Barker, Charlie Canterbury, Harper 

Rummel, Atte Noras, Emerson Greenburg, Ayush Kanumula, Kathryn Bickley, Oliver 

Stratton, Blakely Mitchell, Lilly Beranich, Olivia MacLeod, Ty Perryman, Alyssa 

Kraus, Mia Dabbs, Micah Dietrich, Nolan Ahrens, Aspen Latendresse, Grace Kelley, 

Jackson George, Delaney Harrington, Julia Romig, Mika Dixon, Lohitha Bolletla, Al-

ice Manring, Olivia Jarrett, and Laura Burgos. 

Portfolios 

As the semester ends, students will be bringing home their artwork in their portfo-

lios.  Please remove all the artwork to enjoy at home.  Return empty portfolios to 

art class so we can again fill them with beautiful artwork next semester.  Students 

will take home portfolios again at the end of the school year.   

As students share their artwork with you, keep an open mind as you listen to their 

stories and encourage their creativity.  Art can be a great tool for students to ex-

press their feelings, tell their stories, and communicate big ideas.  Remember that 

your interest and encouragement play an important role in the development of 

your child! 

Original Works 

Thank you for placing your orders with Original Works!  We had a great response 

from families in support of the program.  Your orders are currently being pro-

cessed and you should receive your products by Friday, December 17.  If you 

placed your online order after the initial deadline (November 15), your products 

will be delivered in January.  A special “thank you” goes to our amazing parent vol-

unteers who made Original Works possible! 

 

Thank you for supporting the arts at Bethke! 

Lydia Richardson, Art Teacher 

mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
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December Newsletter 2021---Music 

All 3rd-5th grade families should have received an email from me a few weeks ago with information about 

the upcoming Bethke Virtual Talent Showcase. Any interested 3rd, 4th or 5th grade student is invited to 

submit a video for the show.  Students may perform alone or in groups.  All performers must be in the 3rd, 

4th or 5th grade. All videos will be combined into one video which will be shown in classrooms the week 

before spring break.  This video will also be made available for families to watch.  Students do not need to 

fill out an application and there will be no auditions. All acts are limited to 1-1/2 minutes.  If your child is 

using music with lyrics (singing, dancing to music, etc.), please make sure that the lyrics are G-rated and 

school appropriate.  I will be approving each video before I submit it to Mrs. Newman.  Any entries with 

music deemed inappropriate for our school setting will be returned to you.  If there is time before the 

deadline, your child may resubmit their video with new music.  If possible, please submit your video in mp4 

format.  This will be the easiest format to use in our program.  Other formats that can be accepted 

are:  mov, mpeg, mpg and webm. PLEASE do not submit videos to me until you get the next email with 

deadlines.  This email will be sent home in mid-January.  With the rush of the holidays, I don't want to miss 

any submissions.  Of course, in the meantime, students may be planning and even recording their acts.  Just 

hold on to those videos until you hear from me in January. 

Due to ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, we have canceled all planned music performances for the remainder 

of this calendar year.  If numbers improve and we are given the green light, we will plan to schedule music 

performances during the spring semester. At that time, priority will be given to the upper grades as we will 

not be able to present shows at each grade level. Plans for our spring choir are also in limbo, and I will be 

sure to let everyone know if and when we get news allowing us to resume choir rehearsals and perfor-

mances.  Thank you for understanding.   

http://www.saludclinic.org/
https://center.huntingtonhelps.com/lp/fort-collins/tutoring-2
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Arty Facts 

Music, continued... 

 

Remember to check the ‘at-home’ music activities on the student Quaver Dash-

board. Students can access these activities by logging into their Quaver account 

(directions below) and clicking on the “Assignments” tab on their Student Dash-

board. Currently, there are activities including fun Quaver songs, social-emotional 

learning songs, holiday songs, and multicultural music.  Additionally, ‘ukuleles at 

home’ is available to all 3rd-5th grade classes. If your child has a ukulele at home, 

he/she can access the same lesson materials at home. Students can access other 

great musical activities on the Student Dashboard under the “Student Interactives” 

and “Creatives” tabs. The music curriculum for PSD is Quaver Music.  This is a very 

creative and fun digital curriculum that is also available to students for free at 

home.  I create and use lessons in Quaver frequently in my classroom.  There are 

many wonderful songs, movement opportunities, music-creating opportunities, 

and games in this program.  Quaver also includes many great resources for learn-

ing music theory and history.  All PSD elementary students are automatically pro-

vided with a private, free student account in Quaver.  Please note that, if your child 

was in our district last year, he/she will automatically be placed in the next grade 

level and in his/her new teacher’s classroom.  Students will need to know their PSD 

email and email password to log in to Quaver through our tinyurl link (given be-

low).  I’ve posted very specific directions for accessing student Quaver accounts on 

my Learning Page. I’ve also posted a link to that page below.  Go check out Quaver 

and let me know if you have any trouble getting logged into your account.  

Here is the link to my Learning Page:  

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home 

Here is the login site for Quaver Music: 

www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me at aadams@psdschools.org with any 

concerns or questions you may have.   

Musically Yours, 

Allison Adams 

Music Teacher 

http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
mailto:Aspen.Perkins@educatius.org
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
http://www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver
mailto:aadams@psdschools.org
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PE 

In the Gym and Over the Winter Break 

Students have been staying active in the gym learning a variety of skills and concepts. They are always expanding and 
improving previous skills of throwing, rolling, kicking, striking, and other movements.   

• In Kindergarten and first grade, students have worked on keeping their body under control, pathways (following 
zigzag, curved and straight lines), levels (jump over, crawl under), and have learned how to strike an object with their 
hands. Over the school break, students can create their own obstacle course to display different pathways, levels, 
and movements. 

• Second and third grade students have learned a new game with striking using their hands called Gaga ball. Gaga 
ball is played by getting in an athletic stance, using your hand to strike the ball, and aim below at other students’ 
feet. Students cannot stop by the ball, but they can strike the ball back, jump, or move to avoid the ball and not get 
hit. While over break, students can modify this game to play one on one and tag another friend’s foot. Second and 
third grade students also have learned how to use a racquet to hit a ball; over break students can attempt to see 
how many hits they can get continuously.  

In fourth and fifth grade, students learned how to use a racquet to play a modified tennis game in the gym. Students 
worked on an underhand serve, forehand, and backhand hit. They also learned how to move their feet, start to keep 
score of games, and communicate with a teammate during a game situation. During sport situations, students have 
started to connect skill fitness concepts of agility, coordination, speed, balance, power, and reaction time. During 
winter break, students can continue to improve these skills through a variety of activities; juggling, timed line jumps, 
yoga balances, box jumps, quick feet movements, jump roping, and cone drills. 

The extended winter break generally has lots of commitments, but it is also a great time to do family activities to-
gether. Skiing, hiking, sports and games are all great options to get the entire family involved and be active.   

 

Take Breaks, Relax, and Play! 

Here is the link to my learning page: 

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-pe-lang/home 

Please reach out to me at mlang@psdschools.org with any questions or concerns you may have. 

Join Mrs. Newman for a Maker Club!  We will spend time learning about simple circuits and make a pa-
per circuit card.  We will do some creating with Perler beads and more depending on time.   

Application due December 17, 2021 

Open to 2nd and 3rd grade students. 

Meetings will be every Tuesday, January 11th - February 15th from 7:45-8:30   

If your second or third grade student is interested in this club, please fill out the attached application.  

https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-pe-lang/home
mailto:mlang@psdschools.org
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PTO  

Dear Bethke Parents, 

 

As always, we hope this newsletter finds all of you well!  We all hope that you were able to spend some good quality time with 
your families and friends during the extended Fall Break and that you’re ready for a jam-packed December! 

The PTO Board Meeting took place for the first time virtually on Tuesday, November 16th. We hope that this new virtual approach 
will draw more attendance for future meetings.   Mrs. Hewitt, one of Bethke’s Reading Interventionists, spoke about the do’s and 
don’ts of being a successful reader.  Please reach out to her directly if you would like more information or if you have any ques-
tions!!!   

The budget was reviewed at the meeting and the pledge is still way under our goal of $20,000, sitting around $15,100. We strongly 
encourage you to donate any amount before the end of the year. Remember your Pledge contributions pay for field trips, teacher 
grants, staff care, and so much more, plus they are tax deductible! Also, remember many employers will match donations. We are 
working desperately to avoid having to dip into reserves in order to fund our children’s and staff needs. Thank you to those who 
have contributed since our meeting.   

And speaking of what your Pledge contributions pay for, all teacher grants were approved, totaling just under $2000.  Seat discs 
and bases, wobbly seats, lap white boards, vocabulary resources, and math resources will be purchased with your pledge dollars.  
These items are a huge asset to Bethke teachers, thank you!!!   

Mrs. Alfonso also spoke about parent’s concerns about a learning gap due to Covid, and how Bethke students are doing.  Being in 
person has made a huge difference and all children are making great growth.  They have spent this semester teaching school be-
havior expectations and “how to be a student.”  Teachers are on pace to a typical year teaching grade level content. This is in large 
part due to the incredible community that each teacher fosters in their classroom, where meetings everyday give kids the chance 
to speak and listen to other kids in their class about given topics for that day. The idea is that if the kids are emotionally comforta-
ble than the academic piece will come much easier.  Additionally, she wanted to reiterate that Bethke Covid numbers remain rela-
tively low, and there are no classrooms that are in Outbreak Status (five positive cases or more) or Pre-Outbreak Status (two to 
four positive cases).  Again, we want to thank parents for keeping their kids home if they are sick.  It has made a tremendous 
difference in slowing the spread of Covid at our school!!! 

Here are events that are coming up in December: 

Fundraisers you can participate in which automatically send money back to Bethke are King Soopers, Box Tops, and Milk Caps.  

Restaurant night for December is Backyard Bird on December 15th.  A portion of all money spent that night will be donated back to 
the school so please consider eating there and giving back to the school and supporting a local business!!! 

4th Grade Parents, it is your turn to work with our staff care committee and help provide a meal for the teachers this month!  Look 
for an email coming home soon! 

Penguin Patch Kid’s Holiday Shop will be set up the week of December 6th – 10th and will be a time for kids to shop for friends and 
family, spending money on gifts ranging from $0.25 to $12.  Shopping hours are only during the day and there will be a scheduled 
time for each class to attend.  VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!  Please reach out to Lynne Diaz (diazpto@gmail.com) if you would like 
to help!!! 

We can’t believe it’s almost 2022!  We made it through this portion of the 2021 school year with in-person learning and kids (and 
parents) are all still happy and thankful to be at school with their teachers and peers!!!  Again, please consider donating to 
Bethke’s Pledge or donating to the school thru “no effort” fundraisers!!!  We hope all of you have a fantastic Holiday Season, and 
we will pick right back up again in January!!! 

Your PTO Board, 

Brittany Vallejo, Naima Haddad-Gomez, Lynne Diaz, Leea Guy and Cassie Betts 

mailto:diazpto@gmail.com
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PTO News  

All you need is your phone! Download the Box Tops app, shop as you normally would, 
then use the app to scan your store receipt within 14 days of purchase. The app will 
identify Box Tops products on your receipt and automatically credit your school’s 
earnings online. Twice a year, your school will receive a check and can use that cash 
to buy whatever it needs!  

Link for information: https://www.boxtops4education.com/How-To-Earn 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/How-To-Earn
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Link for information: https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards 

PTO News  

https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
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• The collection box for Morning Fresh caps is in the front entryway of the school. 

 Link for information: https://www.morningfreshdairy.com/caps4cash.html 

https://www.morningfreshdairy.com/caps4cash.html
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Upcoming Dates: 

January 4- School Resumes 

January 10- 5th grade Coffee Talk with Mrs. Alfonso, 9:00 am, cafeteria  

January 13-Kindergarten Orientation, 6:00 pm 

January 14- School of Choice deadline 


