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From The Principal
Parents,
Happy New Year! We look forward to all 2021 has in store for us!
We are excited to have our students back in class on January
19th! Please help us stay open by doing the symptom checker and keeping your child home if they show any symptoms. Our Purposeful People
curriculum trait of the month is COOPERATION. We sure appreciate your
cooperation with following our guidelines and restrictions.
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We will continue many of the same health and safety guidelines that we
followed in phase 3. Look for a more detailed email on Friday, January
15th outlining those protocols which include the 3 W’s of wearing masks,
washing hands, and watching our distance. With 100% of our children in
the building, we will tighten up and add some protocols to keep everyone
safe.
For parents in grades K-2 that checked out a laptop to use at home, plan
on returning that on Friday, January 15th with the cord so we can repurpose them to the intermediate grades for the following week. Intermediate students will be able to continue to bring their device from home to
sign in to our secure wifi until we can deploy our PSD devices into all of
the homerooms. Students in grades 3-5 will need to return their laptops
on January 19th when they come back.
Look for report cards in your Parent Vue on Friday, January 8th. We will
complete those on our work day January 4th while also preparing our
rooms for learning again!
We so appreciate your support and cooperation during this transition.
Our best hope is that by having all of our students back, we can return to
some sense of normalcy for all of us. Enjoy the rest of your break. We
will see you soon.
Sincerely,
Ann Alfonso
Principal
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PTO News

We recently raised $400 from
the Bookfair and over $1,800
from King Soopers!!

Thank you for your continued
support!!
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COVID Symptoms
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Office Reminders
ATTENDANCE:
Please continue to call the Bethke attendance line at
(970) 488-4301 to report all absences.

SCHOOL MATERIAL DISTRIBUTION:

Classroom materials will be distributed on
JANUARY 4th from 7:00am -3:00pm.
Materials will be available in front and back of the school in laundry
baskets labeled with teacher names. Please contact your child’s teacher
ahead of time if you need clarification on where to pick up supplies.

INCLEMENT WEATHER:
Please remember to send winter clothing with your children for outdoor recess
in Phase 4. Have them dress in layers. They should have a coat, hat, gloves, and
snow boots for cold, snowy days.

SCHOOL LUNCH:
PSD will continue to provide school meals, free of charge, to students through
the rest of the school year. During the remainder of phase one, lunch will be
available at Bethke every day. There will not be a lunch bus, but lunches can be
picked up directly from the exterior kitchen door (near the west gated entrance
to the playground).
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Counselor’s Corner
Does your family need mental health resources? Click the link!
Mental Health and Substance Use Alliance of Larimer County

Our PurposeFull People trait for January is COOPERATION: Working
together and helping others.
Questions For Family Discussion:
•

What are some activities where it’s easy for you to practice cooperation? Which activities make it difficult? Why do you think that is?

•

Do you like working together with other people? Can you name some
things you do at home that require cooperation or teamwork?

•

Who is someone you love to work with? What makes it easy to
cooperate with them?

•

When we are working with others, it can be tough when a teammate
is not cooperating. How do you deal with that frustration? What can
you say to the teammate to tell them how you feel?

Christie McPhail & Nick Worstell, Bethke Counselors
cmcphail@psdschools.org and nworstell@psdschools.org
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Mrs. Schupp’s and Mrs. Hewitt’s

Literacy News
The new buzz that is at the forefront of talk about literacy instruction is Orton Gillingham. We would
like to take this opportunity to explain what Orton Gillingham is and is not.

Orton Gillingham is not a curriculum. Orton Gillingham is not a program. Orton Gillingham cannot be
copy righted or branded. It is a philosophy of how to teach reading.

Component #4:
Multi-Sensory:
Multi-Sensory Instruction – lessons presented to students using their visual, auditory,
and kinesthetic learning pathways. The multi-sensory approach enables learners to
capitalize on their strengths while remediating deficits.

Several Bethke teachers have taken multi-sensory literacy trainings and/or OG training.
They are skilled at planning multi-sensory lessons to engage students senses while
learning.

Stay tuned for how we instruct using the components of Orton Gillingham here at Bethke in future
newsletters this year.

“Literacy is a fundamental life skill, one that serves as a portal to knowledge and a lifetime of opportunity.”
― Story Shares
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Arty Facts
Welcome back, Bobcats!
I hope you all had a wonderful winter break and had a chance to do something creative during your time off. I am so
looking forward to seeing our Bethke artists in-person later this month!
Portfolios and Art Materials
Students will need to bring their portfolio and art bag with them when they return to school. Students can give their
portfolio to their homeroom teacher prior to art class. To limit the spread of germs, students will need to bring their
own art supplies to art class.
Art Supplies
Watercolors, 8 color set
Paint brush
Crayons
Markers
Colored pencils
Pencil sharpener
Pencil and Eraser
Elmer’s glue
Glue Stick
Scissors
Sharpie marker (2nd – 5th grade ONLY)
Please let me know if you need any assistance with getting these supplies. I do have a limited supply of extra materials
that can be given/borrowed if needed.
Art Grades
Students are expected to attend and participate in art whether we are in-person or remote. Students will receive a
standard-based grade for art ranging from 1-4. When we are in Phase 1, students are expected to show their work.
Usually this can be done simply by sharing their work during our Google Meet. If a student is unable to share during
this time, they are expected to take a photo of their work and email it to me. Here is a breakdown of grades:
4 – Student demonstrates standards beyond student’s grade level.
3 – Student participates regularly and meets the standard-based learning target for most/all projects.
2 – Student has limited participation during remote and/or in-person learning and occasionally meets the learning target for projects.
1 – Student rarely participates and does not meet the learning target.

Please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns about your child’s art grade.

As always, thank you for supporting the arts at Bethke!
Lydia Richardson, Art Teacher
lrichard@psdschools.org
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Music Notes January 2021

Happy New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday break. January promises to
be an exciting month as we will be transitioning into Phase 4 learning on January
19th. We are very excited to see all Bobcats back in the building.
In the music room, we will continue to follow strict cleaning guidelines to protect your children. All equipment will be sprayed in between classes. We will be bucket drumming again! I found that it is a really fun
way to teach music. Students are learning to read from the traditional staff. These skills can easily transfer to other instruments. Buckets can be cleaned multiple times daily without damaging them as would
happen with other instruments. Many students have told me that they have tried bucket drumming at
home. Remember that students continue to have free access to the website, www.bucketdrumming.net.
All students need to use the following login information to access the site:
User name: student
Password: FosterRhythm!@#

Students will also continue to have free access to the Quaver music program. Please use the following
information to log in.
**How to Log in to Quaver Music:
1.

Use the following link: www.tinyurl.com/psdquaver
(please do not try to log in through the main Quaver website).

2.

Enter the student’s PSD email address and password and click sign-in.

3.

If you see a page that asks if you have visited Quaver Music before, yes or no….
choose “no”.

4.

You should now be on the “Student Dashboard”.

**Please visit Mrs. Adams’ Learning Page for more specific directions for using the free Quaver Music
student account (including the link to log in):
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/bet-learning-music-adams/home
As we move forward in 2021, I invite you to check in with me at any time that you have questions or concerns. I am looking forward to seeing your children in person again.
Allison Adams
Music Teacher
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PE NEWS
“Approach the new year with resolve to find the opportunities hidden in each new day.” - Michael Josephson

Happy New Year, New ideas, New friends, New behaviors, New memories, and New work outs! I am looking forward to all that this new year brings and hopefully what I bring to this new year. February 1 st starts
our Healthy Kids 5210+ Challenge, so look for a calendar being sent home at the end of January. If you
have not participated in 5210+ challenge get excited to eat more fruits & vegetables, increasing your activity time, drinking less sugar drinks, getting away from screen time, and getting enough sleep. Oh yea,
you can also earn a free T-shirt!!!

PE grades this year have changed from S/U grades to 1-4 grades. Since, I did not get to see your children
as frequently as I do in a typical year, it made it more difficult to differentiate grades. I based the grades
on participation and engagement. If your student participated and was visibly active in my lessons, when
they were on-line and in person, they earned a 3. If your student lacked effort, engagment in the lesson,
or did not attend, they earned a 1 or 2. A score of 4 can only be earned if your student demonstrated
profiency in elements that are taught at a higher grade level. This year I was unable to evaluate those
more advanced skills without being able to particpate in full game and team activities. If you have any
questions regarding this process please feel free to email me.
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